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By Kathy Curtis, Executive Director

It was a banner legislative year for the environmental
health movement in NY State!  CEC weighed in on four
bills that have passed both houses and await the
Governor’s signature.

Small Business Pollution PreventionSmall Business Pollution PreventionSmall Business Pollution PreventionSmall Business Pollution PreventionSmall Business Pollution Prevention
This act provides the Department of Environmental

Conservation with broad authority to promote pollution
prevention as the best way to reduce toxic chemical
production, use, and waste, as well as energy and re-
source consumption.  The DEC is charged to provide
small businesses with increased pollution prevention and
environmental compliance assistance, including on-site
technical assistance. It would take effect immediately
upon the Governor’s signature.

This bill represents important steps towards innovation
and adoption of safer, more sustainable production meth-
ods, work practices, products and technologies. Industries
crucial to New York’s economic vitality must be encour-
aged and assisted in protecting environmental vitality. By
supporting small business, New York can ensure long-term

environmental and economic sustainability. Such policy
development leadership will help New York businesses
maintain their competitive edge in an increasingly global
marketplace. We need your help to make sure the Gover-
nor signs this bill into law – the benefit to our state is clear,
but it will cost $800,000 that isn’t in the budget.  Voice your
support for helping small businesses – the backbone of
many upstate economies – invest in techniques that will
make New York cleaner and healthier in the years to
come.

Mercury in productsMercury in productsMercury in productsMercury in productsMercury in products
This act prohibits the sale and distribution of most

mercury-added consumer products including thermostats,
thermometers, barometers, hospital products like esoph-
ageal dilators, blood pressure gauges and gastrointestinal
tubes, flow meters, hydrometers, manometers, pyrometers,
switches and relays.  It requires manufactures and trade
associations dealing in mercury-added products to report
information to the DEC, and provides exceptions in cases
where use of a product is a federal requirement, or as
granted by the DEC Commissioner if the manufacturer can
demonstrate that there are no non-mercury alternatives
available.

This was a riff off of the precedent-setting State of
Maine bill, which goes into effect July 1, 2006. New York’s
 would potentially go into effect sooner, though, depending

Environmental Health Victories!

upon when the governor signs it. It goes into effect 180
days after it is enacted. The harm caused by mercury has
been well documented, and it’s time to remove these toxic
products from the market.  Tell Governor Pataki to protect
New York’s children by signing this bill into law.

Victories continued on page 10



Next Newsletter Deadline: October 1st, 2005
Please send us your news & cartoons!

hhhhh      CEC Mission Statement     ggggg
Citizens’ Environmental Coalition is a

statewide grassroots environmental organiza-
tion working to eliminate pollution in New
York State through our Community Assis-
tance Program, Publication Clearinghouse
and Statewide Advocacy Campaigns.  Our
mission is to:
h Create safe, healthy communities,
schools and workplaces  through pollution
prevention;
h Empower, educate and assist people
concerned about environmental problems;
h Strengthen the connection from the
grassroots to the statehouse and build
effective coalitions;
h Promote democratic, grassroots
advocacy to restore New York’s environ-
ment; and
h Promote corporate accountability and
non-violent social justice values.
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       Want to help the environment?
   Have free time on your hands?

We would love your help!

• activate members
• design publications
• write newsletter articles

In Albany? Call Jen (518) 462-5527
In Buffalo? Call Tina (716) 885-6848.

Wish List

Van
Recycled Copy Paper

Non-Toxic Cleaning Supplies
Energy Star Air Conditioners

Couch
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A Changing of the Guard
By Faustenia Morrow

CEC would like to welcome Faustenia “Tina”
Morr ow, the new Western New York Director in Buffalo,
New York.  Tina is a Buffalo native who came back home
to make a difference in the WNY community. As a
Campaign Manager for the Missouri Democratic Party,
she has successfully organized several local, state and
congressional political campaigns. She has a vast non-
profit and community based fundraising background and
has organized major special events for organizations like
the American Heart Association. She was selected as a
CORO Fellow 94’ and chosen by Ebony Magazine as one
of “30 Future Leaders.”  “I am committed to doing what-
ever it takes to eliminate pollution and provide a healthy
and safe environment not only for WNY and the State but
for our WORLD!”

CEC would also like to welcome back home Jennifer
Warr en, the new Office Manager in our Albany, NY
office. In the summer of 2002, Jennifer worked at CEC as
an intern. She organized the Die-In at Senator Bruno’s
office in Saratoga concerning refinancing the State
Superfund and the protest against Martha Stewart at K-
Mart because of the heavy use of PVC’s in her products
and packaging.   Jennifer recently graduated from
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute with a degree in Environ-
mental Science and could not wait to join the CEC Staff.
“I am excited about working at CEC because the staff is
wonderful and I feel like I can develop my skills and do
great things for the overall health of New York State.”

It is not goodbye, but see you later…CEC would like
to extend a heartfelt THANK YOU to Mike Schade,
WNY Director, who has moved to New York City. He will
continue to be engaged in the environmental health
movement by working with the Center for Health,
Environment, and Justice (CHEJ) as the PVC Campaign
Coordinator. “I am grateful for the opportunities I have had
at CEC to grow professionally and learn more about

nvironmental health issues. I look forward to continuing the
work in my new role at CHEJ.”

We can’t forget about Jennifer Barnes, who worked
at CEC for 4 ½ years as the Albany Office Manager and
Assistant Editor for the Newsletter. She is now working
for the New York State Governers’ Office of Employee
Relations as a Program Manager, developing curriculum on
diversity in the work place and conflict resolution. “I love
CEC and wish them the all the best.  I know they will
continue to shine in the future.  I look forward to staying
involved with CEC as a volunteer and member.”

On Friday, June 24th the Buffalo-CEC Office had a
Farewell/Welcome Celebration for Mike and Tina. Every-
one had a wonderful time at the party sharing past memo-
ries of Mike and toasting to the growth and continued
prosperity of the organization with Tina.

  Tina and Mike at the Farewell/Welcome Celebration

 Jennifer Barnes and Jennifer Warren

Thanks Rob
Rob Fargione of Selkirk, NY has been volunteering at

CEC for the past three months.  Rob comes to us after
completing his first year at Harvard University in Cam-
bridge, MA, where he studies Bio-Chemical Sciences.

During his time at CEC, Rob has been a wonderful
asset to the staff.  He has written articles for the newslet-
ter and researched and prepared a report on safer,
afordable alternatives to toxic flame retardants.  He has
also participated in our legislative
efforts and recent media events.

In his spare time, Rob plays the
tuba and keeps his mind sharp by
practicing chemical equations.  Rob
returns to his sophmore year at
Harvard in the fall, and will be greatly
missed.  He plans to volunteer for
CEC again next summer.



By Robert Fargione, Environmental Associate

Chemicals that Kill:Chemicals that Kill:Chemicals that Kill:Chemicals that Kill:Chemicals that Kill:

Annually, homeowners apply several million pounds
of hazardous pesticides and lawn care products. Most
individuals utilize these products to create a more pleas-
ing setting by eliminating pests and weeds—unfortu-
nately, many are unaware of the acute toxicity and the
consequential dangers pesticides pose to humans and
other life-forms (including pets).  These substances are
composed of poisonous chemicals, are insufficiently
regulated by the Environmental Protection Agency’s
safety standards, and are known to produce a wide
spectrum of ailments.

It is a fallacy that pesticides and lawn care products
are only harmful to weeds and insects.  By their sheer
nature, these chemicals are broad-spectrum biocides
(cide denotes to kill), and therefore, are hazardous to
various life-forms, including humans.  Common classes of
pesticides and lawn care products include insecticides,
herbicides, fungicides and rodenticides, which are used to
wipe out insects, plants, fungi and rodents, respectively.
The American Defender Network and Beyond Pesticides
(The National Coalition Against the Misuse of Pesticides)
report that present in many of these substances are
components of Agent Orange, neurotoxins and
artificial hormones— common active ingredi-
ents in these items are noxious chemicals
such as Acephate, Atrazine, Bensulide,
Carbaryl, 2,4-D, Dicamba, Dursban,
Mecoprop, and Chloroflurenol.  Equally or more danger-
ous are those ingredients classified as inert (indepen-
dently inactive chemicals).  These clandestine substances
remain nameless on the pesticide’s packaging, although
often they are neither biologically nor chemically inert.
The “inert” ingredients can be equally or more toxic than
the pesticide’s active ingredients, and may comprise up to
99% of the product’s formula. According to the Ameri-
can Defender Network, the neurotoxins Xylene and
Toluene, the persistent bioaccumulative toxin DDT and
the potent carcinogen Dioxin are examples of chemicals
that have been or are currently considered inert pesticide
ingredients .

Pesticide exposure poses a grave risk to both
public health and the environment.  Individuals can
become exposed to toxic pesticides by a plethora of
means, such as dermal contact, ingestion or inhalation.

Because these chemicals remain active for months
after their application, the playing on or mow-
ing of treated grass can act as a medium of
exposure.   According to The New York

Coalition for Alternatives to Pesticides
(NYCAP), pesticides are transported indoors,
often  as a consequence of contact with contaminated
grasses by shoes, hands, toys or lawn furniture.  Specifically,
anyone who applies pesticides, is present during an applica-
tion or lives in a neighborhood in which pesticides are
applied is at risk of developing pesticide poisoning (the
American Defender Network Estimates that roughly 1 out
of 7 individuals are considerably impaired by pesticides or
other toxins.).  This condition is characterized by an abun-
dance of symptoms that vary with the severity and chemical
source of the illness.  Doctors receive little training in the
diagnosis of pesticide poisoning; thus, it is often misdiag-
nosed as allergies, flu, stress or a psychosomatic illness.
Other serious and long-term health disorders can arise from
pesticide exposure, as many pesticides are mutagens or
carcinogens, can induce infertility, birth-defects or miscar-
riage and damage the respiratory, urinary, endocrine, cardio-
vas- cular and central nervous systems. These

poisons are particularly harmful to children,
due to their lack of physiological development.

Daniels et al., 1997 demonstrated the potential
link between pesticide exposure and childhood
leukemia, cancers of the brain and central
nervous system, in addition to other cancers.
Furthermore, Beyond Pesticides/ NCAMP has

reported the environmental effects of common
household pesticides—these substances mutilate the envi-
ronment by permeating into groundwater and many are toxic
to bees, birds, and aquatic organisms.

Fortunately, there are several safe and effective meth-
ods for controlling both indoor and outdoor pests. It is
possible to attain a healthy and esthetically pleasing lawn
and home environment without causing harm to your family,
pets and neighbors.  Information regarding pesticide dangers
and non-hazardous techniques of pest control and lawn care
can be obtained from the Grassroots Healthy Lawn Pro-
gram online at www.ghlp.org, the Rachel Carson Council
and numerous other online resources.  Additionally, a
technique known as Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is
becoming a frequently used alternative to dangerous pesti-
cides, and several exterminators specialize in this method.
IPM entails several nontoxic steps in which one monitors
the pest problem, and later uses the obtained information to
formulate simple strategies that will maintain pest popula-
tions at or below a tolerable level.  It is essential that
nontoxic methods of pest control and lawn care be utilized,
as this will protect both us and our environment.
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2nd Annual Dirty Dozen Awards Revealed
By Christian Weirwaiss, Environmental Associate

On June 29th CEC announced the second annual Dirty
Dozen Award Winners at a press conference in the LCA
press room of the Legislative Office Building. The Dirty
Dozen Awards are given to the state’s 12 worst polluters
and policymakers in New York. The Awards also draw
attention to the communities that nominated the “winners”.
There were several press events around the state, includ-
ing Albany, Peekskill (with Indian Point nuclear power
plant in the background) and Syracuse.   The “winners” of
the 2005 Dirty Dozen Awards are:

Indian Point Nuclear Facility (Buchanan) – releases
radioactive wastes and has created an unworkable,
insufficient evacuation plan that endangers public
health and the environment.

Chemical Waste Management (Porter) – operates
NY’s only licensed toxic waste
landfill on the former site of the
WWII Manhattan Project (atomic
bomb).  CWM has been fined for
violating its permit, yet seeks to
further expand.

Eastman Kodak (Rochester) – is
New York’s number one manufac-
turing polluter and one of the
nation’s top emitters of cancer-
causing chemicals.

Radiac, Inc. (Brooklyn) – burns
chemical and radioactive wastes in
a highly populous area with no
evacuation plan.

Village of Tuckahoe – refuses to share documention on
contamination in a municipal and industrial landfill in a
quarry in the middle of a densely residential area.

NY Organic Fertilizer Company (Bronx) – handles
sewage waste contaminated with heavy metals,
dioxins, and other toxicants in an area plagued by high
levels of asthma.

A.N.S.W.E.R.S. Consortium Proposed Landfill
(Coeymans) – would cover 363 acres of prime
farmland and wetland, is unnecessary and would
receive garbage from up to 100 miles away.

General Electric (Hudson River, Dewey Loeffel
Landfill - Nassau) –continues to resist cleaning up
the ~1.3 million pounds of PCBs in the Hudson River
and the PCB contamination spread from the Dewey
Loeffel Landfill into Nassau Lake and the Valatie Kill.

Envir onmental Protection Agency Regions 1 and 2
(Long Island Sound) – proposed to dump 20 million
cubic yards of contaminated dredge materials into

Long Island Sound over the next 20 years, which
would further devastate local fisheries and ecology.

Lafarge Cement Plant (Ravena) – exemplifies efforts to
burn waste tires as a fuel source in cement kilns
across the state.  They are ill equipped to handle toxic
material in tires or the hazardous air pollution released
when burned.  Waste tires can be easily recycled.

Onondaga Creek Sewage Treatment Plant (Syracuse)
– wants to expand and dump 77 million gallons of
partially treated sewage into Onondaga Creek, a
tributary of “the most polluted lake in the U.S.,”
Onondaga Lake (a federal Superfund site).

NYS Department of Transportation – continues to use
toxic pesticides to control weeds along highways,
despite the option of mechanical (mowing) treatments
shown to be successful elsewhere.

Some of the “winners’ have had
their nomination resolved. Long Island
Sound Cleanup would have allowed up
to 20 million cubic yards of sediment
from the bottom of harbors and rivers -
some of it contaminated - to be dumped
into the open waters of the Sound over
the next 20 years. The new plan, which
both nominating groups called a re-
sounding victory, calls for the dumping
to be limited to two designated sites in
the western and central sections of the
Sound. The use of these sites will be
limited to three projects that already
have dumping permits, one in Norwalk,

CT, and one each in New Rochelle and Rye, NY, and for
no more than three years. St. Lawrence Cement Plant
was a strong contender.  However, before the awards
were announced the plant proposal was vetoed.

The Dirty Dozen awards were selected on the criteria
of severity as well as the level of unwillingness to work
with the communities that they affect.  The selection
committee this year was comprised of environmental
professionals, public health experts, and worker health and
safety advocates: Dr. David Carpenter, State University at
Albany School of Public Health; Laura Haight, NY Public
Interest Research Group; Alexandra McPherson, Clean
Production Action; Jonathan Bennett, NY Committee for
Occupational Safety and Health; and Bobbi Chase, CEC.

We will be accepting nominations for the 2006 Dirty
Dozen awards in the fall of 2005. Keep an eye out for the
information in the fall newsletter.  If there is a “bad actor”
in your community that you would like to nominate, please
contact CEC at (518) 462-5527.

Susan Falzone of Friends of Hudson speaks
at the Albany media event. Christian
Weirweiss of CEC  and Dan Sorenson of
SEAC look on.
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Polly and I first met at her father’s Upper Eastside
apartment.  That night, in a bathroom the size of a closet, I
sat on the porcelain lid of a toilet as the man I would marry
two years later bathed his daughter.  As she filled plastic
cups with water from the spigot, he scrubbed the pink skin
of her flat muscular back with a bar of Irish Spring de-
odorant soap and lathered up her fine, soft hair with Head
and Shoulders dandruff shampoo.

A few days later I was invited back to their apartment
for dinner and a movie.  Before making the trek to the
Upper East Side, I stopped at a drug store.  For the first
time ever, I ran my eyes over shelves loaded with diapers
and wipes, pacifiers, bottles, sippy cups, lotions, shampoos,
and soap.  Later that night, somewhere between the end
of “101 Dalmations” and a reading of “Goodnight Moon”, I
stealthily made my way to the bathroom.   I could hear the
two of them speaking softly to one another in the next
room as I carefully lined up an assortment of products
designed for baby’s tender skin on the back ledge of the
tub.

This year Polly turns sixteen and she now buys her
own shampoos, conditioners, soaps, cosmetics, and lotions.
So it was with increasing anxiety that I scanned recent
headlines about personal care products and toxic chemi-
cals.  The articles concerned hormone mimicking chemi-
cals called phthalates.  These compounds are used to
make plastic flexible in toys, shower curtains, medical
tubing, vinyl flooring, and wallpaper.  They are also used in
personal care products to make perfume last longer, nail
polish more flexible, and lotions more easily absorbed into
the skin. Rodent studies show that phthalates damage the
liver, kidneys, lungs, and reproductive system. I became
particularly uncomfortable when I read that the European
Union (EU) required companies to eliminate two of the
most harmful phthalates, dibutyl phthalate (DBP) and
diethylhexyl phthalate (DEHP), from beauty product sold
in any of their 25 member countries.

In 2000 the Center for Disease Control released a
study of phthalate exposure in the American
public. The study analyzed urine metabolite
residues for seven phthalates in 289 adults
ages 20-60.  Levels were high for many
phthalates, but particularly for DBP.  What I
found most unnerving is that levels of DBP
were particularly high for women of child-
bearing years.  The combined number of

products tallied up to thirty-eight differ-
ent varieties of lotions, eye make-up,
foundations, blush, perfumes, gels, and
mousse.  Then, I sent the list off to be
assessed by the Environmental Working
Group’s on-line database that ranks
12,000 brand name beauty products on
risks to health.  Results will be made
available in the fall CEC newsletter.

Meanwhile, waiting for results, I have taken a look at
the first ever study of humans exposed to phthalates in the
womb. (Environmental Health Perspectives, May 2005)
Researchers tested metabolites in the urine of 85 mothers
in Los Angeles, Minneapolis, and Columbia, Mo.  They
found that women with the highest levels of metabolites
late in pregnancy had baby boys with smaller penises and
scrotums, incomplete descent of the testicles, and a shorter
distance between the anus and penis.  In rat studies, this
cluster of subtle abnormalities have been shown to cause
lower sperm counts, infertility, and reduced testosterone, a
phenomenon researchers call “phthalate syndrome.”   In
addition, I learned that male birth defects to the reproduc-
tive system have increased dramatically since the 1970s.
Hypospadias, a birth defect where the opening of the penis
appears along the shaft rather than the tip, now affects 1
in every 125 baby boys.  Additionally, there is concern that
highly vulnerable premature babies are exposed to phtha-
lates in PVC tubing and medical bags while in the neonatal
Intensive Care Unit.

So far, legislation to regulate the use of phthalates has
been proposed in California, New York, and Massachu-
setts.  California legislators proposed a ban on two phtha-
lates in cosmetics, DBP and DEHP.  It was defeated two
months ago in committee.  Currently, legislation is pending
in California to remove phthalates in toys.  The Safe
Cosmetics Act in New York, which would prohibit the
manufacture, distribution, or sale of any cosmetic contain-
ing DBP or DEHP and requires companies to disclose
harmful chemicals in personal care products, was intro-
duced in May. A bill in Massachusetts would require that
ten chemicals, including DEHP, be replaced with safer
alternatives.

For more information on phthalates, what’s in your
cosmetic products, safer alternatives, and how you can
become involved in the campaign go to:
www.safecosmetics.org.
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Honors for One of Our Own

Welcome New Members

The College of Saint Rose Alumni Association
awarded its highest honor to Tom Ellis, cofounder of the
Citizens’ Environmental Coalition.  Tom is also a founding
board member and currently serves as co-chair.

Tom is the recipient of the Distinguished Alumni
Award for 2005. The award acknowledges a Saint Rose
alumna or alumnus whose outstanding accomplishments or
significant contribution to society demonstrate the excel-
lence of a Saint Rose education. The award was presented
June 5, during the
Reunion 2005
alumni and family
brunch.

Tom is known
statewide for his
tireless commitment
to environmental
justice and peace.
Through the years,
he has spearheaded
numerous local and
statewide efforts.
Some of Tom’s
major accomplish-
ments include blocking the siting of a “low-level” radioac-
tive waste disposal facility in New York State, creating
community pressure to force the $160 million federal
clean-up of the former N.L Industries Armaments Factory
in Colonie, and shutting down the ANSWERS trash
incinerator is downtown Albany in ’94.

He has earned many awards for his staunch devotion
to environmentalism and peace, including one from Kids
Against Pollution, and his work has garnered widespread
attention among lawmakers and the media. In the words of
a fellow alumnus, Tom is a “defender of justice.” Cur-
rently, Tom is a math teacher in the Schenectady public
schools.

Congratulations Tom!

I would like to extend a warm welcome to our new
members and those that have renewed over the past three
months. Your support enabled us to achieve action on
many important environmental issues.  We were busy this
spring working to get our legislature to act on bills to
protect our health and our environment.  The outreach
staff was glad to inform people about these important
issues, and many of you responded positively to our
environmental health message.

Real progress was made, in one of the more produc-

By Michael Purcell, Community Outreach Director
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tive sessions in recent memory.  Four bills passed and
await the Governor’s signature.  One would provide small
businesses with technical assistance and support to
prevention pollution. Experience shows that six dollars are
saved for every dollar spent on this type of investment.  It
is a program that benefits our economy and the environ-
ment.

A bill to change over to nontoxic cleaning products in
schools will protect children and teachers from harmful
fumes. Asthma is on the rise in children and this bill can
only help to reduce triggers that cause attacks.  Governor
Pataki signed it into law August 24th.

Two bills also passed to reduce mercury, a dangerous
toxin that contaminates rivers and lakes, the fish that live in
them, and the people who eat those fish.  One bans the
sale of certain mercury-added products, which can release
mercury during any phase of its life cycle.  The second
phases out mercury-based preservatives in vaccines given
to children.  This is important because mercury may be
linked to autism, another childhood malady that is on the
rise.

We look forward to seeing you in the future to con-
tinue our valuable dialogue about important issues concern-
ing public health and the environment.



Environmental Health, Fenceline (for grassroots groups
fighting for improved conditions along the fenceline of
polluted sites), and Precautionary Principle. The two
caucuses are Environmental Health & Justice and Labor.
They work to ensure their perspective is included in the
collective work.

The ATFF will be finalizing its goals for the coming
year at our next annual meeting this fall.  The Toxic
Waste/Lupus Coalition, Learning Disabilities Association of

Western NY  and the Western NY
Center for Occupational Safety and
Health  will be hosting the event in
Buffalo on September 29th and 30th.

We are excited to continue our
legacy of connecting a broad range of
diverse groups - it’s one of the key
elements to our victories.

If your organization wishes to
participate in this vibrant new Alliance,
please contact CEC’s new Western
New York Director, Tina Morrow, at
716-885-8648 or cectina@igc.org.
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Building NY’s Alliance for a Toxic Free Future
By Bobbi Chase Wilding, Associate Director

CEC is coordinating a new Alliance for a Toxic-Free
Future here in New York.  With over 40 participating
groups and growing all the time, this Alliance will be an
important force for the environmental movement.  The
Alliance is made up of a wide range of organizations –
environmental justice, health-affected, environmental
health, labor, and environmental groups have all come
together in support of the Safer Chemicals Charter (see
page 9).  Our goal is to unite groups that might not ordi-
narily work together but who hold the
common values articulated in the
charter.

The Alliance held its first meeting
on May 20th at the offices of the
Learning Disabilities Association of
New York State.  We had a rich
discussion about specific campaign
objectives, set democratic decision-
making procedures, and established
four “work groups” and two caucuses
to conduct alliance campaigns. The
work groups are: Pesticides, Children’s

Hopewell Junction Citizens for Clean Water
Inside Out Political Consultants
Kandid Coalition
Kids Against Pollution
Learning Disabilities Association of New York State
Learning Disabilities Association of Western NY
Learning Sustainability Campaign
Make the Road by Walking
New York City Environmental Justice Alliance
New York Public Interest Research Group
Partnership for Onandaga Creek
Physicians for Social Responsibility, NYC
Rochesterians Against the Misuse of Pesticides
Scenic Hudson
Stewards of Our Living Earth
Sustainable South Bronx
Toxic Waste / Lupus Coalition
Troy Area Labor Council
United Neighbors Concerned About GE/Dewey Loeffel

Landfill (UNCAGED)
Urban Green
Utica Citizens in Action
West Harlem Environmental Action, Inc. (WE ACT)
Western NY Center for Occupational Safety and Health

Active Citizens of Tuckahoe
Alliance for Consumer Rights
Capital Region Action Against Breast Cancer (CRAAB!)
Central New York-Citizens Awareness Network
Cheektowaga Citizen’s Coalition
Citizen’s Awareness Network
Citizens’ Environmental Coalition
Citizens for a Clean Environment (CFACE)
Citizens Halting Risks of Norlite’s Industrial

Contaminants (CHRONIC)
Clean Production Action (North America)
Community Concerned about NL Industries
Community Health and Environment Coalition
Ecological Economics, Values & Policy Program at

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
El Puente
Endometriosis Association, Capital District Chapter
Environmental Advocates of NY
Finger Lakes Citizens for the Environment
Friends of Hudson
Friends of the Buffalo / Niagara Rivers
Grassroots Environmental Education
Great Lakes United
Healthy Schools Network

Members of the Alliance after the first
meeting, captured by cell phone.
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A Platform for Creating a Safe and Healthy Environment through InnovationA Platform for Creating a Safe and Healthy Environment through InnovationA Platform for Creating a Safe and Healthy Environment through InnovationA Platform for Creating a Safe and Healthy Environment through InnovationA Platform for Creating a Safe and Healthy Environment through Innovation

 
From Niagara Falls to Montauk Point, we are exposed to hazardous industrial, agricultural, and household chemicals and
carry these poisons in our bodies.  Our air, water and soil, our homes, and the food we eat are all contaminated.  Diseases
linked to these chemicals are on the rise, including birth defects, infertility, asthma, neurological problems, and some
forms of cancer.  At the front lines of this chemical assault — at the fencelines of polluting facilities, in workplaces
handling hazardous materials, in pesticide-laden agricultural fields, and in the wombs of mothers — the burden is
greatest.  This chemical burden is unprecedented in human history and represents a major failure of the current chemical
management system. 

Fundamental reform is necessary to protect people, the environment, and the food web.  That reform will require a new
vision that meets the needs of society while restoring and protecting health and the systems that support us.  It will
require a transformation in our thinking and a change in the direction of government and market priorities.  It will require
action to phase out the most dangerous chemicals, to innovate safer alternatives, and to protect high-risk communities.
 
Cleaner and safer chemicals, products, and production processes are feasible.  Leading companies are developing and
using these technologies, providing a roadmap for a new approach to production that supports life and health.  While
innovative companies are adopting new technologies, policy change is necessary to transform entire markets.

A first step to creating a safe and healthy environment is major reform of New York’s chemical policy.  Reform must:

Require Safer Substitutes and Solutions — seek to eliminate hazardous chemical use and emissions
by altering production processes, substituting safer chemicals, redesigning products and systems,
and rewarding innovation.  Safer substitution includes an obligation on the part of the public and
private sectors to invest in research and development for sustainable chemicals, products, materials,
and processes.

Phase-out Persistent, Bioaccumulative, or Highly Toxic Chemicals — prioritize for elimination    chemi-
cals that are slow to degrade, accumulate in the body, or are highly hazardous to humans or the environ-
ment.

Give the Public and Workers the Full Right-To-Know — label products that contain hazardous chemi-
cals, list quantities of hazardous chemicals used in agriculture and in manufacturing facilities, provide
public access to safety data on chemicals, and disclose all inert ingredients used in pesticides.

Act on Early Warnings — act to prevent harm when credible evidence exists that harm is occurring or
is likely to occur, even when some uncertainty remains regarding the exact nature and magnitude of the
harm.

Require Comprehensive Safety Data for All Chemicals — assume that a chemical is highly hazardous
unless comprehensive safety data are available for the chemical and require manufacturers to provide
this data for a chemical to remain on the market — this is the principle of “No Data, No Market.”

Take Immediate Action to Protect Communities and Workers – When communities and workers are
exposed to levels of chemicals that pose an immediate health hazard, immediate action is necessary to
eliminate these exposures.

 
Implementing these reforms is a first step in overhauling an antiquated chemical management system that fails to
protect public health and the environment.  By implementing the Alliance for a Toxic-Free Future’s Safer Chemicals
Charter and committing to the innovation of safer chemicals and processes, NY’s government and companies doing
business in NY will be leading the way toward a healthier economy and a healthier society.
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Prepare to Participate in Cleanup
Level Debate

By Bobbi Chase Wilding, Associate Director
In October 2003, CEC’s decade of advocacy paid off

as Governor Pataki signed into law a bill that refinanced
the State Superfund and codified a program to clean up
Brownfields (formerly industrial sites known or suspected
to have toxic contamination).  This is vital, because while
no one knows for certain how many Brownfields there are
in New York State, some estimate that there are upwards
of 20,000 in New York City alone.

Since that time, the NYS Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC), in collaboration with the Health
Department, has been drafting cleanup level guidance for
Brownfields.  This has taken longer than expected, and the
draft guidance is now expected to be released for public
comment this fall at the earliest.

CEC has partnered with NYPIRG, Environmental
Advocates of New York/EPL, and New York City Environ-
mental Justice Alliance to review the draft guidelines to
make sure they are protective of our health and environ-
ment.  We have hired technical experts from Mount Sinai
School of Medicine, Cornell University, Kathleen Burns,
PhD to analyze the proposed “standards.”

It is very important for the health and wellbeing of
New Yorkers that these cleanup levels are strong.  Look
for updates and calls to action in future newsletters.  Your
participation is key!  Sign up for our monthly action alert
today to stay informed and involved: Send an email to Tina
Morrow, WNY Director at cectina@igc.org.

Green Cleaning in SchoolsGreen Cleaning in SchoolsGreen Cleaning in SchoolsGreen Cleaning in SchoolsGreen Cleaning in Schools
This act requires the

purchase and use of envi-
ronmentally sensitive
cleaning and maintenance
products in elementary and
secondary schools.

This is a follow-up to the Executive Order Governor
Pataki issued in January 2005, directing all state govern-
ment agencies to use more environmentally preferable
cleaning products. Schools cannot be impacted through
Executive Order; it needed to be done legislatively. New
York State United Teachers and Healthy Schools Network
led the charge, and  Governor Pataki signed it into law on
August 24th.

Mercury in VaccinesMercury in VaccinesMercury in VaccinesMercury in VaccinesMercury in Vaccines
 This bill severely prohibits the administration of any

vaccine with more than 0.5 micrograms (mcg) of mercury
per 0.5 milliliter (ml) dose to any person under the age of
three years and to women who know they are pregnant.
Two exceptions: in the case of the flu shot, for children
under 3 years, no more than 0.5 mcg per 0.25 ml dose, and
for pregnant women, no more than 1.0 mcg per 0.50 ml
dose; and the commissioner of health can grant exemp-
tions in cases of disease outbreaks and vaccine shortages.

+Thimerosal, containing about 50 percent ethyl mer-
cury and added to vaccines as a preservative, is at the
center of medical and legal debates over the cause of
autism disorders. Before 1980, autism was diagnosed in 1
in 10,000 children; in 2002, the National Institutes of
Health raised that figure to 1 in 250 children. As of July 1,
six states had banned thimerosal, including New York.
More than 30 other states have pending legislation. Parents
should ask for thimerosal-free vaccines and skip the flu
vaccine. Last year, for the first time, the government
recommended flu vaccine for children as young as 6
months. The pediatrics academy expects a shortage of the
thimerosal-free flu vaccine for several years.

Make your voice heard and help these bills become
laws.  Take just a moment to call Governor Pataki today
at (518) 474-8390 and urge him to sign:

· S 2828-D (small business pollution prevention)
· S 4469-A (mercury in products) and
· S 2707-C (mercury in vaccines)

Victories continued from page 1

Want to stay in touch with the
grassroots environmental

movement?

Join CEC’s Action Aler t
List

Simply send a blank email to:
cecnews-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
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Do you have a great venue for a retreat?
CEC is holding our Annual Strategic Planning Retreat

October 14-16, 2005
We are looking for donated space large enough to hold 15-20 persons,

kitchenette preferred.  Lodging a plus, but not required.

This would be a great opportunity for you!
We will advertise your location to our 10,000 member readership, and

it is also a tax deduction.

                   Please contact Jennifer Warren at  cectoxic@igc.org for more information.

By Tom Ellis, Board Co-Chair

During the last eleven years, CEC staff and board
members have assisted residents of the town of
Coeymans in their thus-far successful effort to block the
siting of a large regional landfill in their town in southeast
Albany County.  The dump would be owned by the city
of Albany, and take waste from Albany, Altamont, Berne,
Bethlehem, Green Island, Guilderland, Knox, New
Scotland, Rensselaer, Rensselaerville, Westerlo,
Watervliet, and elsewhere.

Among the reasons Coeymans residents oppose the
project are concerns about noise, odors, truck traffic,
visual impacts and reduction in property values. Further, a
new dump might be open for many decades and enlarged
several times, with waste arriving from a huge area,
including possibly New York City.

Additional concerns are the wide variety and large
quantities of toxic materials that would end up in the
dump, lost future economic growth, and difficult to
extinguish dump fires.  Dumps emit toxic gasses and
aerosolized carcinogens, and almost certainly increase
health problems for humans and animals that live  nearby.
The dump would pollute groundwater and nearby streams
and leak poisons into the Hudson River.

As a result of Coeymans lawsuits, state courts have
decreed that Albany must obtain a landfill permit from the
NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation (DEC) before

it can purchase the landfill site, but the city has yet to
submit an environmental impact statement (EIS) to DEC.

It is well known that the chosen site is very wet; last
year a consultant hired by Albany reported that the
section of the property where the dump would be located
contains more than 100 acres of wetlands.

Coeymans residents have formed Selkirk, Coeymans,
Ravena Against Pollution, (SCRAP), petitioned DEC to
map the targeted site as wetlands, put anti-dump signs
throughout the town, are collecting signatures on a petition
asking Albany to discontinue dump siting efforts immedi-
ately, and are questioning Albany city politicians, all of
whom are up for election this year.

CEC has assisted SCRAP by encouraging them to
become more proactive in their efforts and activities, and
convincing them that they are winning and  victory may be
imminent, especially if they can greatly increase public
awareness about how unacceptable the site is. CEC field
representatives canvassed the town in August and ob-
tained signatures on the SCRAP petition.

Coeymans residents are also reminding Albany
residents and politicians that Albany gets its high quality
water from the Alcove Reservoir in Coeymans and that
trying to site a dump is no way to say “Thank you.”

For more information or to get involved, call CEC in
Albany  or SCRAP at 518-756-2631.

Groups Rally Against Coeymans Dump
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By Kathy Curtis, Executive Director

In our last newsletter, CEC covered the persistent,
bioaccumulative pesticide lindane and the danger it poses,
especially as a treatment for head lice and scabies under
the brand name Kwell. Fortunately for New Yorkers, the
legislature is considering a restriction on the pharmaceuti-
cal use of lindane to scabies, and then only under the
supervision of a medical professional. Due to a tragic
exposure incident a constituent suffered, and his commit-
ment to children’s environmental health, Assemblymember
Harvey Weisenberg introduced A. 4162 to ban the phar-
maceutical use of lindane, but at the onset of the 2005
legislative session, the bill seemed irretrievably lodged in
the Assembly Health Committee.

Meanwhile, Laura Haight, Senior Environmental
Associate in NYPIRG’s Albany office, referred Pam
LaBrake, another NY mom whose child is permanently
disabled due to exposure to lindane, to our office. Pam had
been a tireless advocate for a ban on the dangerous
practice of treating children’s heads with the organochlo-
rine pesticide lindane. She didn’t want another single child
to suffer as her son did. Pam shared her considerable
research with us, and we began to organize a legislative
strategy to move this bill forward.

Our first target was Assemblymember Dick Gottfried,
Assembly Health Committee Chair. CEC, Pam, Laura
Haight from NYPIRG, Stephen Boese from Healthy
Schools Network, and Heather Loukmas from the Learn-
ing Disabilities Association of New York State met with
Bryan O’Malley, Gottfried’s legislative associate on the
bill. We presented him with compelling, independent
information about the health and environmental hazards of
exposure to lindane, its significant decrease in efficacy in
the treatment of head lice and scabies, and the ready
availability of safe, cost- and performance-effective
treatments. Once Bryan shared those materials with the
Chair, we were able to secure a meeting with Assembly-
man Gottfried himself. In between the two scheduled
meetings, CEC was able to garner seventeen support
memos from a broad range of environmental health and
justice organizations. Kids Against Pollution, West Harlem
Environmental Action, Western New York Center for
Occupational Safety and Health, Capital Region Action
Against Breast Cancer, Environmental Advocates, Pesti-
cide Action Network of North America, Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater, and Rochesterians Against the Misuse
of Pesticides were among the groups who lent support.

As a result of that meeting, Assemblyman Gottfried
agreed to put the ban on the Health Committee meeting
agenda, but subsequently delayed its consideration by a

week in response to a request from
Morton Grove, the lindane distributor.
This gave them the opportunity to hire a
lobbying firm to aggressively lobby Health Committee
members, spreading misinformation and using scare tactics
including very ugly visual images of scabies, while making
monetary contributions to assembly members’ campaigns.
They also compelled Maureen O’Connell and Aileen
Gunther, two Assembly Health Committee members who
are former nurses, to distribute that misinformation and
ugly visuals to other committee members during the
meeting. The bill was held, and failed to move out of
committee. (We later learned that this identical tactic was
employed by corporate lobbyists in Illinois, where a similar
ban had passed the lower house but was held in the
Senate.)

We quickly regrouped with Assemblyman Weisenberg
and Assemblyman Gottfried, to discuss possible amend-
ments to the bill that would allow it back on the Health
Committee agenda within this legislative session. Since the
opposition arguments were focused on scabies, the coali-
tion agreed to support the bill’s amendment to allow the
use of lindane for scabies, but only under the direct
supervision of a medical professional. The full ban for
lindane’s use for head lice would remain intact. The input
we had received from physicians within our circle indi-
cated that this would constitute a virtual ban, because
doctors would be less likely to prescribe it if they were
required to supervise its use. In the rare event it were
applied under direct medical professional supervision, the
likelihood for increased risk of harm due to its misapplica-
tion (such as leaving it on too long, applying it to an infant,
and leaving it around for a toddler to drink, which has
resulted in death) would be eliminated.

This effectively undermined the corporate lobbyist’s
argument, and CEC ramped up our outreach to each health
committee member, accompanied by our allies when their
schedule permitted. Once we were sure we had the votes
(Aileen Gunther called us personally to say she would
support the bill as amended), Assemblyman Gottfried
agreed to put it back on the Health Committee meeting
agenda. During that meeting, Assemblymembers Grannis,
Peoples, Gottfried, and Gordon were articulate advocates
for moving the bill, as a result of our educational outreach
and legislative advocacy. They were able to shut down the
opposition, and the bill passed out of the health committee.

We had now cleared a major hurdle, but had lost

Lindane Ban Makes Progress

Continued on page 13
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weeks of valuable time. With less than two weeks remain-
ing in the legislative session, we quickly shifted our empha-
sis to the Assembly Codes Committee, the next step
before the lindane ban could reach the floor of the Assem-
bly. We met with the committee chair, and as many codes
committee members as were available. We also distributed
information packets to each member of the codes and
rules committees. Speaker Silver’s Program and Counsel
office advised us that the best way to get it to the floor
would be to obtain a Senate sponsor. Karen Miller of
Huntington Breast Cancer Action Coalition urged Senator
Flanagan to sponsor the bill, and he agreed.

When the clock ran out and the buzzer rang, we had
moved this important public health measure from a one-
house bill that had never seen the light of day to a two-
house bill that had cleared several major hurdles toward
passage. Not only our allies within New York State
supported this work, but also by Pesticide Action Network
of North America, who provided valuable contacts and
insights into the successful experience with the California
pharmaceutical lindane ban, which has been in effect since
January 2002.

This is just the beginning. We are developing relation-
ships with nurses associations concerned about environ-
mental health, promoting the issue in the Children’s Envi-
ronmental Health workgroup of our Alliance for a Toxic-
Free Future, and developing our campaign strategy for
next legislative session. You can make a big difference.
Here’s how:
¨ Calls to your assembly member and senator asking

them to co-sponsor the legislation protecting children
from exposure to the dangerous pesticide lindane.

¨ People harmed by exposure to lindane to share their
story with us.

¨ Health care professionals to share medical expertise
about adverse effects of exposures to organochlorine
pesticides.

¨ Statements of support from PTOs, Church groups,
neighborhood associations and other community
groups.

Contact us at (518) 462-5527 to get involved. We want to
hear your story, or any ideas you have for supporting this
campaign.

Continued from page 12

On Saturday, October 1 from 10am to 4pm, hundreds
of homes throughout the Northeast will open their doors to
the public for the Green Buildings Open House, featuring
the National Solar Tour.

This event, which is part of the American Solar Energy
Society’s National Solar Tour, offers an opportunity for
people to see first-hand how clean energy and green
building practices can be put to work. Homeowners will be
on site to describe their green building features and answer
questions.

Members of the public can learn basic principles of
green building, such as designing for solar heating, energy-
efficient building techniques such as superinsulation and air
sealing, safe indoor air quality, and resource-efficient and
healthy building materials. Many of the buildings demon-
strate how solar hot water is collected and stored, how
photovoltaics can be placed on or integrated into the shell
of a building to produce electricity, and how wind can be
used to generate power. The Green Buildings Open House
demystifies green buildings, proving that they are comfort-
able, affordable, and attractive. Throughout the Northeast,
homes and other buildings are taking advantage of clean
renewable energy and other green building technologies.

To find homes in your area that are participating in the
Green Buildings Open House, please visit
http://www.nesea.org/buildings/openhouse.  For more
information contact Christian Grieco at cgrieco@optimus-
one.com or 518-533-9827.

Do You Love Saving Trees?
Toxics In Your Community is now available in PDF
format. Simply send an email to cectoxic@igc.org
with “Save the Trees” in the subject.
Don’t forget to include your name and
address.  We’ll send you a notice and
you can read it online at
www.cectoxic.org.

Green Building Open House
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Points of Interest

Ionizing Air Cleaners Do More HarmIonizing Air Cleaners Do More HarmIonizing Air Cleaners Do More HarmIonizing Air Cleaners Do More HarmIonizing Air Cleaners Do More Harm
A recent study by Consumer Reports (CR) finds that
ionizing air cleaners are not only ineffective but may also
increase health problems.  CR tested five units from top of
the line  to very basic models.  Results show these devices
are poor at reducing dust, pollen, and tobacco smoke from
the air.  Surprisingly, results also show that ionizing air
cleaners actually emit harmful ozone, a respiratory irritant.
These products are generally marketed towards individuals
with respiratory illnesses such as asthma.  Payton
Eggleston, of Johns Hopkins Children’s Center, claims
“these levels (of ozone) make these devices inappropriate
to use for asthmatic patients and for patients with respira-
tory disease”.  Buyer beware.
Source:  Environmental Health Perspectives July 2005

TTTTTap a Grap a Grap a Grap a Grap a Green Hoeen Hoeen Hoeen Hoeen Hotelteltelteltel
How would you like to save the planet while you’re out
exploring it?  Travelers  now can choose to stay in “green”
hotels whose Earth-friendly practices minimize their
environmental impact.  Some green hotels encourage
travelers to save water and energy by reusing their sheets
and towels.  Many also use energy-efficient fluorescent
lights, water-saving fixtures, and non-toxic cleaning prod-
ucts and paints.  The  greenest hotels have eco-policies
that affect all aspects of their daily operations.  For in-
stance, the recycling program at the Emory conference
Center Hotel in Atlanta prevents its used batteries, light
bulbs and even computers from ending up in landfills.  And
every Farimont Hotel in North America gets its produce
from local organic farmers and donates leftover bath
products to victims of domestic violence.
Source: Kimberly Lisagor, USA Weekend, 7, 22-24, 2005

CEC at Conferences
CEC was an invited speaker at the Learning and

Developmental Disabilities Initiative (LDDI) meeting in
New York City on June 9th. This year’s theme was
Research – Education – Advocacy Protecting children
and future generations from exposures to
Neurotoxicants.  Several of CEC’s allies  also presented,
such as Heather Loukmas, Learning Disabilities Associa-
tion of NYS, Steve Boese,  Healthy Schools Network,
Peggy Shepard, West Harlem Environmental Action, Patti
Wood, Grassroots Environmental Education, and David
Carpenter, MD, Department of Environmental Health &
Toxicology, SUNY School of Public Health, University of
Albany. For more information on LDDI, visit http://
www.iceh.org/LDDI.html.

In mid-May, CEC attended a conference in Alexan-
dria, VA on expanding the public’s Right to Know about
environmental pollution.  The conference was hosted by
the Office of Management & Budget Watch.  Given the
recent restrictions on  access to meaningful information,
it’s more important than ever for citizens to demand their
right to know what is going on in their communities.
Topics included replicating the European Union’s Registra-
tion, Evaluation and Authorization of Chemicals (REACH)
program here in the U.S., achieving real federal chemical
security legislation, and creating an “information com-
mons” on the internet.  CEC uses Right to Know laws to
gather information about polluting facilities and publish
them on www.ecoTHREATNY.org our interactivemapping
website.

CEC attended the Lowell Center for Sustainable
Production at UMass-Lowell’s “Framing A Future Chemi-
cals Policy: A Working Stakeholder Forum” in Boston this
April, to unite government, chemical manufacturers,
downstream chemical users, labor unions, and environmen-
tal groups in discussing safer substitution of toxic chemi-
cals. The Office of NY Attorney General Eliot Spitzer and
NY Assembly Committee Chair Thomas DiNapoli’s office
were among governments represented. Among chemical
producers was the American Chemistry Council, Dow
Chemical Company, Shell Oil and British Petroleum.
Downstream chemical users included Hewlett Packard,
Nike – Apparel, Kaiser Permanente, Levi Strauss & Co.,
and SC Johnson & Son Inc. Unions represented were
United Steelworkers, Green Blue Institute, UNITE HERE,
AFL-CIO, CLC and IUE/CWA Local 201. Health Care
Without Harm, Clean Production Action, Washington
Toxics Coalition, Environmental Defense, and Great Lakes
United were among the environmental groups. For more
information  go to http://www.sustainableproduction.org/.

CEC participated in Healthy Building Network’s
annual Strategic Planning Meeting in Boston Public  this
March. The green building movement is one of the most
dynamic ways affecting public policy to improve the
environment and public health, and Healthy Building
Network is on the leading edge of that movement. Some
new programs and collaborations such as Building in Good
Faith and Healthy Homes/Healthy Communities were
advanced at the meeting. For more information about
healthier building materials, visit www.healthybuilding.net.
For a free copy of “Building Green Without Going in
the Red—A Household Guide to Healthy, Affordable
Building Materials,” go to www.cectoxic.org.
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Resources and Publications

TTTTToxic Chemicals Foxic Chemicals Foxic Chemicals Foxic Chemicals Foxic Chemicals Found inound inound inound inound in
Newborn BabiesNewborn BabiesNewborn BabiesNewborn BabiesNewborn Babies

The Environmental Working Group
recently released a study that explores in
vivo exposure to a broad range of chemi-
cals.  The study found over 200 industrial
chemicals and pollutants in the umbilical cords of newborn
babies.  To view the repor, please visit;  www.ewg.org/
reports/bodyburden2.

Factory Farms Harm Our Health andFactory Farms Harm Our Health andFactory Farms Harm Our Health andFactory Farms Harm Our Health andFactory Farms Harm Our Health and
EnvironmentEnvironmentEnvironmentEnvironmentEnvironment

CEC and The Sierra Club co-released a report which
reveals the damage that gigantic, poorly-regulated factory
"farms" are doing to our health, environment and economy.

Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs)
are large animal-product productions facilities that confine
hundreds, and sometimes thousands, of cattle, dairy cows
or pigs, or tons of thousands, and sometimes hundreds of
thousands, of chikens or turkeys, in enormous buildings or
feedlots.  This report deals primarily with dairy CAFOs,
which are the greatest CAFO problem in New York State.
         To dispose of their waste, dairy CAFOs often store
liquid manure in football field sized lagoons, to be spread
later on nearby fields.  This report explores how CAFO’s
endanger our health, drive out responsible family farmers,
pollute our air, and pollute our water.  To read the full
report, please visit: http://cectoxic.home.igc.org/
WastingRuralNY.pdf.

Human Exposure to
Environmental Chemicals

 The National Report on Human Exposure to Environ-
mental Chemicals provides an ongoing assessment of the
U.S. population's exposure to environmental chemicals
using biomonitoring. Biomonitoring is the assessment of
human exposure to chemicals by measuring the chemicals
or their metabolites in human specimens such as blood or
urine.  To view the report, please visit: http://www.cdc.gov/
exposurereport/

Citizens’ Environmental Coalition (CEC) can now

receive donations through the United Way of Buffalo

and Erie County’s Donor Choice Program.

United Way offers the opportunity for you to designate

some or all of your gift to Citizens’ Environmental

Coalition through their Donor Choice program.  If you

would like more information on how to designate your

gift to CEC, please contact the United Way by e-mail at

customerservice@uwbec.org or (716) 887-2652.

Your support will help CEC:
· Coordinate precedent setting campaigns to

protect children and families from toxic chemicals
found in our homes, schools, workplaces, and
communities.

· Empower citizens and
communities hardest hit by
environmental injustices
with information, training,
and assistance.

· Build a strong and diverse
environmental health
movement in New York
State.

Support Environmental Health through Workplace Giving!Support Environmental Health through Workplace Giving!Support Environmental Health through Workplace Giving!Support Environmental Health through Workplace Giving!Support Environmental Health through Workplace Giving!
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