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In December, 2004, CEC secured an enormous victory
when the Buffalo Common Council passed a resolution to
phase out the purchase of products containing poisonous
chemicals such as lead, mercury, and dioxin.    The
passage of this policy followed months of work by CEC to
build support for the policy among key councilmembers
and community leaders.  The resolution, introduced by
Councilmember Antoine Thompson, will develop and
implement purchasing practices for the city of Buffalo that
favor products that do not create persistent
bioaccumulative toxic chemicals (PBTs) during their
manufacture, use, or disposal.

“I am proud to sponsor the PBT-Free Purchasing
Resolution which will go a long way in protecting

Buffalo residents from toxic chemical exposure.  This
resolution demonstrates the City’s commitment to

ensuring a healthy and safe environment for
generations to come.”

Masten District Councilmember Antoine Thompson,
lead sponsor of the PBT-Free Purchasing Policy.

Persistent bioaccumulative toxic chemicals (PBTs) are
toxic, persist in the environment and build up in the food
chain, posing significant risks to human health and the
environment.  Products containing and releasing PBTs
include PVC office supplies and building materials, para-
dichlorobenzene-containing urinal deodorizing blocks, and
mercury-containing thermostats.    This policy is the first in
New York and the Great Lakes basin to address the
purchase and use of products containing PBTs by a city.

“In the midst of a difficult financial situation for the
city, the Council has shown that environmental pro-

grams do not have to compromise good financial sense,
it is the best type of sustainable city operation.”

Dr. Joseph A. Gardella, Jr., member of the City of
Buffalo Environmental Management Commission

TTTTToxic Chemicals in Poxic Chemicals in Poxic Chemicals in Poxic Chemicals in Poxic Chemicals in Prrrrroductsoductsoductsoductsoducts

Local and state governments purchase thousands of
products for agencies, departments, and institutions. They
spend millions of dollars on everything from paper products
to building materials. Some products, such as polyvinyl
chloride (PVC) plastic, chlorine bleached paper, and

Victory! City of Buffalo Passes CEC’s Resolution to
Increase the Purchase of Non-Toxic Products
By Michael Schade, Western New York Director



Next Newsletter Deadline: June 15th, 2005
Please send us your news & cartoons!

hhhhh      CEC Mission Statement     ggggg
Citizens’ Environmental Coalition is a

statewide grassroots environmental organiza-
tion working to eliminate pollution in New
York State through our Community Assistance
Program, Publication Clearinghouse and State-
wide Advocacy Campaigns.  Our mission is to:
h Create safe, healthy communities,
schools and workplaces  through pollution
prevention;
h Empower, educate and assist people
concerned about environmental problems;
h Strengthen the connection from the
grassroots to the statehouse and build
effective coalitions;
h Promote democratic, grassroots advocacy
to restore New York’s environment; and
h Promote corporate accountability and
non-violent social justice values.

2

Main Office
33 Central Avenue, Albany, NY 12210

P (518) 462-5527, F (518) 465-8349
cectoxic@igc.org

WNY Office
543 Franklin St., Suite 2, Buffalo, NY 14202

P (716) 885-6848, F (716) 885-6845
cecmike@choiceonemail.com

Board of Directors:
Tom Ellis, Co-Chair

Kelly Travers-Main, Treasurer
Rev. Lynne West, Division 1 Rep

Jonathan Bennett
Steve Breyman
Mary Canfield
Ellen Connett
Candace Lider

Suzanne Mattei, Esq.
Victoria McLaughlin

Zac Moore
Kandee Nance

Linda Ochs

Staff:

Kathleen Curtis
Executive Director/Editor

Roberta Chase
Associate Director

Michael Schade
WNY Director

Michael Purcell
Community Outreach Director

Jennifer Barnes
 Office Manager/Layout/Assistant Editor

Hilary Eldridge, Jonathan Gould, Ed Peters,
Matthew Shapiro, Robert Zajkowski

Community Outreach Representatives

Mike El-Sharif
Christian Werwaiss

Environmental Associates

CEC Websites:
 www.cectoxic.org

www.ecothreatny.org
www.kodakstoxiccolors.org

This issue went to press March 31st, 2005
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       Want to help the environment?
   Have free time on your hands?

We would love your help!

• activate members
• design publications
• write newsletter articles

In Albany? Call Jen (518) 462-5527
In Buffalo? Call Mike (716) 885-6848.

Wish List

Vehicle
Recycled Copy Paper

Non-Toxic Cleaning Supplies
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Buffalo continued from page 1
electronics with toxic flame retardants, result in PBTs.
Surprisingly, more than 90% of PBTs leave factories in
products, not in waste.

Health impacts of these worst-in-class chemicals
include reproductive disorders, cancer, birth defects,
declines in wildlife populations, hormone disruption and
learning disabilities. Fire fighters and other “first respond-
ers” face disproportionately high exposures to dioxin,
hydrochloric acid (HCL) and other hazardous substances
from building fires that contain toxic building materials such
as PVC.  PBTs are passed from mothers to children in the
womb and through breastfeeding, impacting them at the
most vulnerable time of their lives. This policy raises a
critical question: what kind of legacy do we want to leave
our children? A legacy of fresh air, clean water and healthy
bodies or a legacy of chemical-laden air, unsafe drinking
water, and health threats from the moment of conception?

“I’m proud the Council is taking steps to protect
the environment and public health through

PBT-free purchasing”
- Lovejoy District Councilmember Richard Fontana,

Chair of the City’s Legislation Committee

Shifting the Market Towards Cost-Effective,
Safe Alternatives

The good news is there are many widely available,
safer products that are cost competitive and meet or
exceed performance expectations for these products.
Although the Buffalo PBT-free purchasing resolution is the
first citywide initiative in New York, and serves as a model
for further local and state-level PBT-free policies, it is not
entirely unique.  The Erie County Department of Environ-
ment and Planning, cities of Boston, Seattle, San Francisco,
and Oakland, as well as the states of Washington, Oregon
and New Hampshire, have all established laws, policies,
and/or initiatives to eliminate and reduce certain PBTs such
as dioxin. Adding to this growing list, the passage and
implementation of the Buffalo policy is setting the stage for
actions to phase out dangerous toxic chemicals in other
cities and across the state and country. These policies bring
to bear the enormous purchasing power governments wield
to shift the market towards safer, healthier products,
making them more available and affordable to the rest of
us.  Early corporate adopters of safer substitution policies
stand to benefit the most.

“The City of Buffalo’s purchasing of green, healthy
materials that do not contain any PBT chemicals will
be a great investment in the future health of our resi-

dents and our total environment”
Ellen Neumaier, Natural Resources Chair of the
League of Women Voters of Buffalo / Niagara.

Widespread Support for Resolution

Over 20 organizations supported the Buffalo PBT-Free
Purchasing resolution, including health organizations such
as the Learning Disabilities Association of WNY, environ-
mental groups such as NYPIRG, Great Lakes United, and
Friends of the Buffalo Niagara Rivers, labor groups such
as the Coalition for Economic Justice and the Western
New York Council on Occupational Safety and Health, and
civic organizations such as the League of Women Voters of
Buffalo Niagara and Citizen Action.  Many of these groups
sent letters to members of the Council and testified about
the dangers toxic chemicals pose to children, workers, and
the general public.

“PBT related illness results in sick days and lost wages
for workers.  Health care, if available at all, is often

not sufficient enough to cover the
necessary treatments.”

Maria Whyte, Executive Director of the Coalition for
Economic Justice / Jobs With Justice.

Next Steps: Effective Implementation of the Resolution toNext Steps: Effective Implementation of the Resolution toNext Steps: Effective Implementation of the Resolution toNext Steps: Effective Implementation of the Resolution toNext Steps: Effective Implementation of the Resolution to
Make Buffalo a TMake Buffalo a TMake Buffalo a TMake Buffalo a TMake Buffalo a True Modelrue Modelrue Modelrue Modelrue Model

Over the next year, CEC will be working to ensure
effective implementation of this first in NY model policy.
We will be meeting with the city purchasing department on
a regular basis to assist in the development of specific
purchasing plans.  We will educate city staff-members
about environmentally preferable purchasing, PBT pollu-
tion, how to identify products containing PBTs, and how to
specify safer alternatives.  We will also garner the informa-
tion learned from this process and use it to educate pur-
chasers and policymakers in other NY cities and counties
who may be interested in implementing the model PBT-
free purchasing policy in their communities.

Contact CEC at (518) 462-5527 or ceckathy@igc.org
to learn more about this work, or to move a similar policy in
your community. You can log onto our website at
www.cectoxic.org to view the Buffalo PBT-Free policy.

Do You Love Saving Trees?

Toxics In Your Community is now available in PDF
format. Simply send an email to cectoxic@igc.org
with “Save the Trees” in the subject. We still need
to know who you are, so don’t
forget to include your name and
address. Every few months, we’ll
send you a notice and you can read
it online or download a copy from
www.cectoxic.org.
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GrGrGrGrGrassrassrassrassrassroooooooooots Updatests Updatests Updatests Updatests Updates
Landfill Expansion Halted in Southern Tier after Town
Board Unanimously Passes Zoning Law

In June 2004, residents of  Carroll, NY heard rumors of
a C&D landfill expansion, from 3 acres to 49.5 acres. They
quickly formed Carroll Concerned Citizens (CCC),
contacted CEC, and we responded with information about
the hazards of C&D landfills and how to organize their
community. The CCC says the information “was very
helpful. It helped us understand exactly what we were up
against and clearly stated the key to getting organized.”
Since then, CCC has regularly spoken out at Town Board
meetings, and retained environmental attorney Gary
Abraham to assist in their fight.  Gary helped educate
Carroll town board members of the dangers of landfills and
their rights under the Municipal Home Rule Law to enact a
ban on any new landfills and block expansions of existing
landfills. This February, the Town Board unanimously
passed a zoning law to stop the expansion of the landfill,
receiving a standing ovation from community
members. However, the Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC)
permitting process continues and the CCC
is gearing up for an upcoming State
Environmental Quality Review Act
(SEQRA) hearing.

Brooklyn Residents Zero in on Chemical and Radioactive
Storage Site

El Puente of Brooklyn is working to address an
environmental threat, potential terrorist target, and environ-
mental racism site in Williamsburg, Brooklyn. This is the
city’s only radioactive and chemical waste facility, owned
by Radiac Research Corporation. An accident, a terrorist
attack, or even vandalism at this facility could induce a
disaster that would consume lives by the thousands as the
fallout from such an incident would travel as far as New
Jersey, Wall Street, and Queens, leaving little possibility of
escape.  The massive quantities of volatile chemicals,

chemical warfare poisons, flammable
liquids, and many other highly toxic
agents are frightening, considering

the neighborhood has become increas-
ingly residential.  Isn’t Bhopal India’s

Union Carbide chemical accident, which
left tens of thousands dead, enough of a
reminder of the chemical fallout possibili-
ties?  For more information: http://
www.elpuente.us/che/.

EPA Improves Cleanup Guidelines at Contaminated SiteEPA Improves Cleanup Guidelines at Contaminated SiteEPA Improves Cleanup Guidelines at Contaminated SiteEPA Improves Cleanup Guidelines at Contaminated SiteEPA Improves Cleanup Guidelines at Contaminated Site
in Dutchess Countyin Dutchess Countyin Dutchess Countyin Dutchess Countyin Dutchess County

Hopewell Junction Citizens for Clean Water is
working to address contamination from Hopewell Preci-
sion, a former sheet metal manufacturing company, which
led to significant trichloroethylene groundwater contamina-
tion.  Numerous wells near the site are contaminated. This
February, the group had two major victories: EPA Region 2
lowered their vapor intrusion action guideline to one more
protective of health and the Dutchess County Department
of Health passed a well testing law for all private wells.
Residents have attended many County Legislature and
Department of Health meetings to speak for this much-
needed law.  This site is being currently considered for
inclusion in the Federal Superfund program.  For more
information, log onto: http://www.geocities.com/hjcfcw.

NYS Department of Health Pushes for RadiologicalNYS Department of Health Pushes for RadiologicalNYS Department of Health Pushes for RadiologicalNYS Department of Health Pushes for RadiologicalNYS Department of Health Pushes for Radiological
Monitoring Around Hazardous Waste LandfillMonitoring Around Hazardous Waste LandfillMonitoring Around Hazardous Waste LandfillMonitoring Around Hazardous Waste LandfillMonitoring Around Hazardous Waste Landfill

Residents for Responsible Government (RRG)
continue their struggle against pollution from Chemical
Waste Management (CWM) in Niagara County.  This toxic
waste dump is located on top of Manhattan project radio-
active wastes and near the shoreline of Lake Ontario,
clearly not a safe place for disposal of toxic waste. RRG is
delighted now that the New York State Department of
Health (DOH) has become their ally. They have required
CWM to establish radiological monitoring methods for air
and water; 6 months later, CWM still has not complied. 
The DOH also is seeking “party status” and, for the first
time, would have a role in the permitting process.  Because
of the discovery of plutonium at CWM, the town govern-
ment did not grant CWM an excavation permit to dig
where CWM knew the soil was contaminated.  For more
information, log onto www.rrg-wny.org .

Chemical Industry Harasses Publishers and Reviewers ofChemical Industry Harasses Publishers and Reviewers ofChemical Industry Harasses Publishers and Reviewers ofChemical Industry Harasses Publishers and Reviewers ofChemical Industry Harasses Publishers and Reviewers of
Critical Environmental Health BookCritical Environmental Health BookCritical Environmental Health BookCritical Environmental Health BookCritical Environmental Health Book

Lawyers for 20 chemical companies – including Dow
Chemical, Goodrich, Goodyear Tire & Rubber, Monsanto,
and Uniroyal – recently chose an unprecedented legal
tactic that has the potential to stifle researchers who study
environmental and occupational health issues.  Two years
ago, historian Gerald Markowitz, a professor at the City
University of New York’s John Jay College, in collaboration
with Columbia University historian David Rosner, published
Deceit and Denial: The Deadly Politics of Industrial
Pollution. The book reveals how the biggest companies in
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the lead and vinyl chloride industries learned about the
occupational and environmental hazards caused by their
products, but for many years suppressed the information.
Over 20 chemical companies adopted the unprecedented
tactic of issuing subpoenas to attack and discredit the
book’s publishers and peer reviewers. Each of them were
called upon to provide the defense with copies of all their
records concerning the book.   For more information, log
onto: http://www.deceitanddenial.org/.

New York City Council Introduces Healthy Cleaning BillNew York City Council Introduces Healthy Cleaning BillNew York City Council Introduces Healthy Cleaning BillNew York City Council Introduces Healthy Cleaning BillNew York City Council Introduces Healthy Cleaning Bill

This January, members of the New York
City Council held a news conference to
announce the “Greening Our Cleaning Act,”
a bill that would require all City owned and
leased buildings to use non-toxic cleaning
supplies.  Twelve percent of work-related
asthma cases can be linked to cleaning

products, and similar substitution measures in other Ameri-
can cities have yielded immense benefits for public health
and environment.

INFORM , New York Committee for Occupational
Safety and Health (NYCOSH), American Lung
Association, Natural Resources Defense Council and
Healthy Schools Network held a news conference in
support of the legislation. A few weeks later, the NY City
Council held a hearing on the bill, which was introduced as
part of a package of environmentally preferable purchasing
bills. For more information, check out the NY City Council
website at www.nyccouncil.info.

Worker Safety & Health Organizations Fight to SaveWorker Safety & Health Organizations Fight to SaveWorker Safety & Health Organizations Fight to SaveWorker Safety & Health Organizations Fight to SaveWorker Safety & Health Organizations Fight to Save
NYNYNYNYNYSSSSS’s Innov’s Innov’s Innov’s Innov’s Innovative Oative Oative Oative Oative Occupational Safety and Heccupational Safety and Heccupational Safety and Heccupational Safety and Heccupational Safety and Health Talth Talth Talth Talth Trrrrraaaaaininginingininginingining
ProgramProgramProgramProgramProgram

This January, Governor Pataki proposed a 2005 budget
that decimates a critical worker safety and health-training
program.  NYCOSH quickly launched a campaign to save
this unique and nationally acclaimed program that has
provided training about workplace hazards to hundreds of
thousands of working people. The governor is planning to
slash in half the funding currently available to continue
safety and health training. For more information, log onto:
http://www.nycosh.org/where_to_get_help/
SaveHABmodel.htm or call (212) 627-3900.

Kodak Violated State Ambient Air Guidelines from 1990-
2003 for Methylene Chloride

World renowned MacArthur genius Wilma Subra
analyzed Kodak’s air-monitoring data in Rochester, and
found that at all 5 air-monitoring stations, Kodak exceeded
the NYSDEC 2000 Annual Guideline Concentration for
every year from 1990 through 2003.  Ms. Subra came to

Rochester in November for a news conference and
community meeting to release her startling new CEC
commissioned report. She also compared Bucket Brigade
samples for Methylene Chloride with Kodak’s air-monitor-
ing data, and found that Bucket Brigade results are in
agreement with the data collected by Kodak.  Wilma Subra
is a chemist that was featured on HBO in the award-
winning film Blue Vinyl, lectured at Harvard, testified
before Congress, helped draft environmental laws, and
consulted on cancer clusters and toxic spills.  Log onto
www.kodakstoxiccolors.org to find out more about
Eastman Kodak.

Groups Request Comment Period on New West ValleyGroups Request Comment Period on New West ValleyGroups Request Comment Period on New West ValleyGroups Request Comment Period on New West ValleyGroups Request Comment Period on New West Valley
Radioactive Waste Dump LegislationRadioactive Waste Dump LegislationRadioactive Waste Dump LegislationRadioactive Waste Dump LegislationRadioactive Waste Dump Legislation

In February, 31 organizations sent letters to members
of Congress requesting a comment period on a draft of a
bill transferring title of the West Valley radioac-
tive waste dump (located in Springville)from
NYSERDA to the Dept of Energy. This
amendment may be introduced in the very near
future. Groups calling for the comment period, including
CEC, feel a public participation process is necessary
because the draft bill will likely have major implications on
the clean up of the West Valley radioactive waste site for
years to come. For more information, log onto
www.digitup.org.

Air Samples Reveal High Concentrations of DangerousAir Samples Reveal High Concentrations of DangerousAir Samples Reveal High Concentrations of DangerousAir Samples Reveal High Concentrations of DangerousAir Samples Reveal High Concentrations of Dangerous
Chemicals NeChemicals NeChemicals NeChemicals NeChemicals Near Chemical Par Chemical Par Chemical Par Chemical Par Chemical Plants in Tlants in Tlants in Tlants in Tlants in Tonawandaonawandaonawandaonawandaonawanda

This February, the Clean Air  Coalition of WNY and
CEC held a news conference and community meeting to
report results of two separate air-quality tests. Air sampling
analysis showed high levels of toxic chemicals near 3M/O-
Cello and NOCO tank farms, both in the Town of
Tonawanda. Air samples were collected using the Bucket
Brigade method and analyzed by an EPA certified labora-
tory. Analysis showed levels of Carbon Disulfide near 3M
exceeded air standards or guidelines set by Texas, Louisi-
ana and North Carolina. Levels of Benzene found near
NOCO exceeded standards or guidelines set by New York,
Texas, Louisiana and North Carolina. The Clean Air
Coalition plans to work with researchers at the University
at Buffalo to conduct
a project evaluating
pollution in
Tonawanda.
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CEC ActivitiesCEC ActivitiesCEC ActivitiesCEC ActivitiesCEC Activities
The New York State Department of Environmental

Conservation (DEC) has been working over the past
several years to develop and implement an Environmental
Justice policy, one of the first in the nation. The New York
policy specifically addresses the disproportionate siting of
facilities in low-income neighborhoods and communities of
color. This is a well-documented phenomenon, included in
the report CEC released last spring, Environmental
Racism in New York State (available at
ww.ecoTHREATNY.org, click on “Env. Racism in NYS”).
This winter, the DEC released reports written by two
workgroups on Disproportionate Adverse Environmental
Impact Analysis and Health Outcomes Data.  These
Workgroups were charged with developing methods for
incorporating environmental siting and health concerns into
the permitting process.  CEC submitted comments on both
reports.  Our recommendations are:

1)To make sure any new facility does not increase the
burden in an already overloaded community, a state-
wide analysis of environmental and health factors must
be done.  The DEC needs to make comprehensive
facilities, pollution, health outcomes, and environmental
(like open space) data available so companies applying
for new permits can use it as part of their Environmen-
tal Impact Statements.

2)The Department of Health should make a wider
range of health outcomes data available to the public,
and should include community-based  organizations’
research as well as that of academic institutions in
addition to government-collected data.  Often, commu-
nities that are facing serious health problems gather
their own information, and this must be considered
when siting new facilities or changing existing permits.

We strongly support the implementation of Environ-
mental Justice policies by the state, and will continue to
work with partners like West Harlem Environmental Action
to ensure these policies achieve their stated goal of a
healthy environment for all New Yorkers, regardless of
race, ethnicity or class.

If you want a complete copy of our comments, please
contact Jen in the Albany office, 518-462-5527.  You can
learn more about the DEC’s environmental justice policy by
going to www.dec.state.ny.us/website/ej.  You can
learn about the facilities in your community by
going to www.ecoTHREATNY.org, CEC’s
environmental mapping website.

Christian Werwaiss has been a
volunteer in CEC’s Albany office
for the past 4 months.  He is
originally from New York City,
where he worked for New York
Public Interest Group as a
community organizer on issues
such as Superfund and the Bigger,
Better Bottle Bill. He is on a
leave of absence from Landmark
College in Putney, VT.   Prior to
his arrival at CEC he was working for the New York State
Audubon Society helping maintain several sanctuaries in
Columbia and Dutchess Counties.

Christian has been working on this year’s Dirty Dozen
Awards, reaching out to groups for nominations, coordinat-
ing the selection committee and organizing the media
outreach once “winners” are selected.  He has helped to
spread the word about CEC’s Building Green Without
Going in The Red: A Household Guide to Healthy,
Affordable Building Materials by sending it to hundreds
of libraries throughout the state.  He speaks at press
conferences and distributes CEC memos to policymakers.
Christian will be volunteering at CEC through the summer.
We’re lucky to have him!

Libby McDonald  is a writer and documentary
filmmaker who recently moved from the New York City
area to Troy, New York.   Her credits include a number of
scripts for TV as well as two investigative documentary
films: New School Order, for which she was the writer
and associate producer and Terror Town, which she
produced and directed.  An advocate for children, Ms.
McDonald started an alternative public school for under-
privileged children in Jersey City, New Jersey.  Today it is
one of the highest ranked charter schools in the state of
New Jersey.

Ms. McDonald is now bringing her passion for
children’s issues, investigative skills, and experience as a
writer to the study of environmental toxins.  In addition to
contributing to Citizens’ Environmental Coalition's newslet-
ter, she is writing a book about the ten environmental toxins
that are most harmful to children’s health.  Ms. McDonald
has three children and one stepdaughter, ranging
in age from one to fifteen.  She is married to
David Brown, head of the Securities
Investigation Bureau of the office of
New York State Attorney General,
Eliot Spitzer.

EnvirEnvirEnvirEnvirEnvironmental Jonmental Jonmental Jonmental Jonmental Justice Consustice Consustice Consustice Consustice Considerideriderideridered in NYed in NYed in NYed in NYed in NYSSSSS Volunteers Help CEC:Volunteers Help CEC:Volunteers Help CEC:Volunteers Help CEC:Volunteers Help CEC:
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In a major setback to protecting New Yorkers from
toxic chemical exposure, on December 15th 2004 Governor
Pataki vetoed the Plastic Pipe Restriction after it passed
with broad bipartisan support in both houses of the New
York State Legislature.  In the weeks leading up to the
Governor’s veto, he faced immense pressure from the
chemical industry, specifically the American Plastics
Council.  Although this legislation would have restricted the
use of pipes made from other plastics, its greatest benefit
would be in the restriction of PVC, given that the vast
majority of plastic pipe
installed in New York is made
of PVC.  PVC is the worst
plastic from an environmental
health perspective, posing
dangerous hazards in its
manufacture, product life and
disposal. Dioxin ethylene
dichloride and vinyl chloride
are unavoidably created in
production and disposal of
PVC and can cause severe
health problems, including cancer, endocrine disruption,
endometriosis and birth defects.

Although no building material is without environmental
impact, few are as harmful to the public health or environ-
ment as those made from Polyvinyl Chloride, also known
as vinyl, or PVC. Approximately 50% of all PVC plastic
manufactured is used for making pipes. PVC pipes may

leach toxic organotins, known to
be toxic at relatively low levels

of exposure, into drinking
water supplies.  When
PVC is land filled it
leaches toxic chemicals

into the groundwater, and
when PVC is incinerated it

again produces dioxin. When
PVC is heated, it can also produce

hydrogen chloride gas, lethal to occupants and
firefighters when inhaled during a building fire.

Peter Gorman, President of the Uniformed Fire
Officers Association said, “Firefighters are expected to
work in hazardous environments, but government has an
obligation to limit those hazards with responsible legislation
that will insure firefighter safety and more importantly the

safety for the citizens we protect. This veto sends a clear
message to all New Yorkers that safety is secondary to the
needs of the chemical industry.”

Joel Shufro, Executive Director of the New York
Committee for Occupational Safety and Health said,
“When PVC burns, it give off large quantities of deadly
gas. Everyone who lives or works in a building with PVC
piping faces an enormous unnecessary risk in a fire. The
firefighters who must extinguish such a fire also face that
risk. There is no good reason to build with such a poten-

tially dangerous material,
when there are perfectly
safe materials that serve the
same purpose.”

New York incinerates the
second largest amount of
PVC waste in the country—
over 37,000 tons every
year—and ranks third in the
U.S. on PVC waste in

landfills with over 116,000 tons disposed annually. “It is an
outrage that the Governor has vetoed this health protective
legislation,” said Lois Gibbs, Executive Director of the
Center for Health, Environment & Justice. “There
are readily available and safe alternatives. Governor Pataki
should have prevented harm and protected workers and
communities by establishing a ban on PVC pipes.”

The restriction would not have impacted homeowners,
but rather restricted the use of PVC pipe in commercial
development. Although he originally supported its introduc-
tion, in his veto message to the Senate Governor Pataki
stated “While well-intentioned, I am constrained to disap-
prove the bill based on serious technical defects that could
hinder compliance and enforcement efforts.” CEC is
currently working within NY agencies to
address any technical concerns the Governor
may have, reintroduce the PVC Pipe
Restriction, ensure its passage through
both houses of the State Legislature,
and get this ‘well intentioned’ policy
back to his desk for his signature.

Governor’s Veto:Governor’s Veto:Governor’s Veto:Governor’s Veto:Governor’s Veto:
Safety is SSafety is SSafety is SSafety is SSafety is Secondarecondarecondarecondarecondary to the Intery to the Intery to the Intery to the Intery to the Interests of the Chemical Industrests of the Chemical Industrests of the Chemical Industrests of the Chemical Industrests of the Chemical Industryyyyy
Governor Pataki Fails to Protect Health of Workers, Firefighters and Residents by Vetoing PVC Pipe Restriction
By Kathleen Curtis, Executive Director

“Governor Pataki had a golden opportunity to protect
New Yorkers from exposure to PVC, the poison

plastic. By caving in to pressure from special interests,
the Governor has failed in his obligation to ensure a

safe and healthy environment for millions of workers,
firefighters, and residents across the state.”
Kathleen Curtis, Executive Director,

Citizens’ Environmental Coalition.
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In 1997, Pam LaBrake, a Schenectady mother, got a
call from her second grade son Matthew’s school nurse
telling her he had head lice. Pam called Matthew’s pediatri-
cian, who prescribed Kwell, a shampoo containing the
powerful pesticide Lindane.

The pharmacy provided Pam with a bottle that simply
advised, “use as directed.”   The shampoo had no instruc-
tions, so she again called the pediatrician.  A nurse told her
to leave the shampoo on the head for four minutes, then
repeat the next morning.   The head lice persisted, as is
common, and, as advised by her pediatrician, Pam contin-
ued to treat Matthew with Lindane six times over a period
of three months.

A few weeks after he was initially treated with Kwell,
he started to complain that his right eye hurt.  Pam noticed
he was constantly blinking.  Simultaneously, his behavior
radically changed. Matthew went from an outgoing seven-
year-old who played organized sports and had a horde of
friends, to a kid who was wetting the bed and refused to
leave the house.  Searching for a diagnosis and a prescrip-
tion for alleviating his symptoms, Pam took her son to a
number of doctors.  They were baffled.

Then, in 1998, Pam saw a TV report about adverse
reactions to Lindane shampoo. Pam says the newscast
description of Lindane poisoning, “matched Matthew’s
persistent condition.”  Armed with new information, she
contacted Dr. Staunton, a Schenectady neurologist.  He
wrote in his notes: “We again today discussed the subject
of Lindane.  The mother has gotten some good articles that
have revealed mostly things that I had known before, like
the fact the Lindane is toxic to the brain and can create an
encephalopathy which is characterized by changes in
behavior, grand mal seizures and abnormalities in EEG.
Apparently, you can also get mild-chronic jerks with
Lindane toxicity.”  Today, at age fifteen, Matthew’s body
continues to jerk, his eyes roll back into his head, and he
blinks uncontrollably.

Pam related her son’s story in a steady tone, infusing it
with specific dates and diagnoses.  It was a story she had
obviously told many times.  (I remembered the moment I
realized my baby’s lead count was elevated because I had
been unwittingly feeding him from a pewter porringer;
pewter is an amalgam of metals including lead.  Although
the effects of Lindane on Matthew’s health are far more
serious then what my son experienced, I had a keen
understanding of how she felt.)  Even so, I wondered if

Matthew’s symptoms
could have been caused
by other factors, like an
allergy or even heredity.
So I contacted a specialist
in the area of children’s
health and the environ-
ment.

Dr. Leo Trasande,
Assistant Director of the
Center for Children’s
Health and the Environ-
ment at Mt. Sinai School
of medicine, confirmed
that Lindane is a particu-
larly potent pesticide.
“Therefore,” he explained,
“there are hypothetical and real dangers to us and espe-
cially to children who are uniquely vulnerable because their
nervous systems are still developing.”  He went on to say
that Lindane is toxic to the brain and may cause subtle
neuro-cognitive effects, including “tingling, numbness, and
loss of nerve function.”   He allowed that it might result in
far more serious effects as well, including the type of
symptoms Matthew suffers, depending on the route and
type of exposure. “If he got it in his eye or ingested it” he
explained, “it could be very bad.”   Dr. Trasande also said
that Kwell, now issued with an FDA warning, has become
the treatment of last resort.  In his practice as a pediatri-
cian he never prescribes it.

I was aware that Lindane is no longer manufactured in
the United States and the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) had rigorously restricted its agricultural use
in recent years.  But I didn’t know how often it was being
prescribed, so I telephoned three other pediatricians.  Two
said they no longer prescribe it and the third only offers
Kwell if requested.  The nurse admitted, “It always seems
to be the same families” which tells me that children are
being treated repeatedly with an agent described as “toxic
to the brain.” As long as Kwell is on the market, parents
who are not well informed about
Lindane will continue to sham-
poo their children with a
poisonous chemical.

After internet research,
talking to four pediatricians,
interviewing the president of the

Lindane Shampoo: The Poison Prescription
A Local Mother Researches Lindane, Head Lice Prescription and Neurotoxin
By Libby McDonald

Above: Happy, athletic Matthew
before Lindane exposure
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National Pediculosis Association (NPA), an organization
dedicated to protecting children from harmful pesticides in
the treatment of head lice and scabies, visiting three
pharmacists, and questioning one academic with expertise
in agricultural pest control, this is what I can tell you about
Lindane:

Lindane is prescribed as a lotion, cream, and shampoo to
treat head lice and mites (scabies) in humans.  According to
the NPA, US pediatricians write over 2 million prescriptions
a year. They state that they have received over 330 reports
of adverse reactions.  Lindane poisoning can cause seizures,
behavioral changes, neuromuscular complaints,
attention deficit disorders, chronic skin eruptions,
and death. Lindane’s carcinogenicity is confirmed
by the World Health Organization (WHO), the
EPA, and the Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS)— Recent case studies report
high rates of childhood brain cancer due to treat-
ment with Lindane. Studies have proven that
Lindane causes a potentially fatal condition called aplastic
anemia, the deficiency of essential nutrients in the blood and
a precursor to leukemia. Adverse effects have resulted from
recommended dosage, however the FDA maintains that Lin-
dane shampoo is “safe and effective when used as directed.”

Given the grisly facts about Lindane, I wanted to
understand how this synthetic pesticide came into exist-
ence. It was initially developed as a chemical weapon used
during World War I.  In 1940, it was patented as a pesticide
and marketed to treat the boll weevil. The WHO, EPA, and
HHS reported a six-fold increase in farmers who have
developed non-Hodgkins lymphoma after exposure to
Lindane.

A few years later, a clever inventor created the

Lindane Vaporizer, a device that looked like a nightlight.
You plugged into the wall and it heated up and released
Lindane into your home, killing flies, cockroaches, and
other household pests.  Then, in the 1950s, as it became
apparent that the Lindane Vaporizer was toxic, the chemi-
cal was introduced to treat head lice and scabies.

California has banned pharmaceutical Lindane. This
was largely the work of Ann Heil, an engineer with LA
County’s Sanitation District. Water treatment plants don’t
remove the highly stable toxic agent and Lindane was
effectively traveling from a resident’s sewer back to their

kitchen faucet. One dose of a Lindane treat-
ment for head lice could pollute up to six
million gallons of water.   Californians weren’t
keen on the idea of a poisonous pesticide in
their tap water, particularly one that Heil
claims “belongs to the same family of chemi-
cals as DDT and PCBs.”   On January 1,
2002 a law went into effect prohibiting the use

or sale of Lindane to treat lice and scabies.  Although
California is thus far the only state to ban Lindane’s
pharmaceutical use, at least fourteen countries have
banned all uses of Lindane and sixteen have severely
restricted its use.

Lindane not only ends up in your drinking water, but
passes through to groundwater, streams, rivers, lakes and
the ocean, and is persistent in nature. Lindane is fat-
soluble, it rapidly moves through the food chain from
microorganisms to invertebrates, fish, birds, and finally to
us mammals. Residues have been detected in the kidneys,
livers, and tissues of wild animals, birds, and even humans
as far away as Antarctica.

Treatment by Kwell fell off considerably a couple of

Lindane continued on page 15

So how do you deal with head lice without Lindane or Permethrin?
There are two safe, effective methods, best used in combination with one another:

1.) Mechanical treatment: The NPA recommends and the FDA has approved the LiceMeister, a metal comb that
provides a safe and effective non-chemical treatment, preventing unnecessary exposure to ineffective and potentially
harmful pesticides. It also protects our environment and water supplies. To obtain Licemeister, call the NPA Order
Line: 1-888-542-3634 or order it online at http://www.headlice.org/catalog/index.htm#lmkit.

2.)  Suffocation technique: Head lice breathe, and will suffocate if deprived of air. Smother them by liberally
applying mayonnaise, or a combination of 3 parts olive oil to one part tea tree oil to dry hair, making sure the scalp and
hair are thoroughly coated, and then covering the head with a shower cap or plastic wrap. Sit the child down for the
length of a movie, 1 ½ - 2 hours, then shampoo and comb with LiceMeister.

3.) Wash all sheets and stuffed animals in hot water.  If a stuffed animal or pillow is too delicate for the machine,
throw it in a plastic bag, tie it up tight, and leave it sealed for an entire month.

4.) Head lice in schools are epidemic, so it is worth it to check your child’s hair regularly and catch an infestation
before it gets out of control.
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Cosmetics companies put thousands of pounds of
cancer-causing chemicals into American beauty products.

Phthalates, the chemicals used in some cosmetics, may
keep your nail polish hard and shiny and your tresses thick
and glossy, but in animal tests they cause birth defects,
disrupt hormone systems and lead to reproductive prob-
lems.   Those are just a few of the reasons the European
Union recently banned them. Now, despite a huge outcry
from the $35 billion cosmetics industry, some California
lawmakers are trying to ban phthalates in the U.S.

California Assemblywoman Judy Chu has introduced a
bill that would ban the same two types of phthalates as the
EU did. In part because the FDA does not conduct pre-
market health testing of cosmetics ingredients (nor require
cosmetics makers to do so), Chu was moved to present a
similar bill last year that would have banned phthalates and
other chemicals blacklisted by entities like the International
Agency for Research on Cancer, the European Union and
the Environmental Protection Agency.

Those efforts were defeated. But if passed this
session, Chu’s Phthalates Ban Bill (AB 908), would be the
first ever phthalate ban in the United States.

“After three decades of extensive studies [on] carcino-
gens and reproductive toxins, the EU banned two phtha-
lates and those are the two that I am proposing to ban,”
Chu said in a recent telephone interview.Already, the EU
ban has pushed some companies to change their ways.
Responding to the ban and activist pressure, L’Oreal and
Revlon said in letters to the Campaign for Safe Cosmetics
that they are in conformity with the new law. In a Decem-
ber letter, a L’Oreal senior vice president wrote that the
company’s products are in compliance with the EU cos-
metics directive “no matter where they are sold around the
world.” And a Revlon spokesperson penned a letter in
December stating that “all products sold by Revlon are
currently in full compliance” with EU directives.

The story of phthalates is one of an industry on the
loose, thanks to failed environmental and health legislation.

According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, differ-
ent phthalates have different abilities
to produce in animal studies effects
such as testicular injury, liver injury
and liver cancer. But the agency
says human impacts “have not been
well-studied” even though a 2002

CDC study reported that every one of 289
persons tested for a study on the plasticizer
dibutyl phthalate (DBP) had the compound
in their bodies.

The Environmental Working Group, a frequently cited
watchdog organization, sums up the issue:

Phthalates are recognized as toxic substances under
environmental law, but companies are free to use unlimited
amounts in cosmetics. An environmental release of just 10
pounds of DBP must be reported to environmental authori-
ties under the Superfund law. The cosmetics industry, in
contrast, puts hundreds of thousands of pounds of DBP into
nail polish each year, with no requirements for safety
testing or reporting to anyone.

Until states or the federal government exert more
regulation, the principal arbiter of cosmetic safety will
continue to be the industry itself, in the form of a panel of
scientists funded by The Cosmetic, Toiletry, and Fragrance
Association (CTFA), the industry trade group. The Cos-
metics Industry Review panel, or CIR, is staffed by
scientists and two non-voting members, one from FDA and
one from the Consumer Federation of America. The panel
is paid by CTFA to pass safety verdicts on chemicals used
by its corporate members.  “Because the FDA does no
pre-market health testing of chemical ingredients in cos-
metics, for industry to claim considerable safe use over
many years is to wholly neglect the fact that we have no
publicly verifiable way of knowing such a claim is true,”
says Nick Guroff, the group’s California organizer.

CTFA’s McEwan says cosmetic safety is proven by
the rarity of hospital admissions.  “One of the indices of
safety is a surveillance of emergency rooms called the
Electronic Injury Surveillance,” he says. “If you look at
emergency room admissions, you’ll find that cosmetics are
less hazardous than, say, pillows and mattresses.”

The debate is about the long-term effects of a low-
dosage soup of chemicals and, more broadly, lack of
control over the industry.  “There is not the kind of precau-
tionary review to determine long-term effect of low-doses
from multiple exposures,” says Jeanne Rizzo, director of
the Breast Cancer Fund and director of the Campaign for
Safe Cosmetics. “We don’t have exposures to one lipstick
or deodorant. Every day we face multiple exposure to
these things and there is not one regulation that looks at
that.  Ask yourself, if these chemicals aren’t dangerous,
why do salon workers wear masks?”

Looks that Kill: The Toxins in Your Make-Up
by Kelly Hearn, Hartford Advocate, March 17, 2005
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In September of 2004, my husband and I drew up our
wills. We were not familiar with how to leave a monetary
gift to an organization, such as CEC.  I called our family
lawyer and asked him what we needed to do. He told me
there were several options we might choose:

   1.) A percentage - Giving a percentage means you
designate a certain percentage of your estate to CEC;

   2.) A specific dollar amount - You may choose to desig-
nate a specific dollar amount and have it written into your
will as such;

   3.) A residue - Some may choose to give to the CEC the
remainder of what is left over after the will has been
executed.

Being a good steward is easy to achieve. My husband
and I chose to give CEC a specific dollar amount. It
doesn’t matter how much you decide to give or what
method you might choose. Any amount is acceptable and
most truly welcome.

As a Board Member and a volunteer in the Buffalo
office, I have seen first hand the hard work and diligence

On Being a Good Steward
By Mary Canfield, CEC Board Member

of the staff of the CEC. I have seen the positive impact
CEC has had on the lives of grassroots organizers who
were in need of guidance, reassurance, and support. I have
felt the “environmental community” CEC has created
across NYS.

Working with CEC has been a rewarding and educa-
tional experience for me. CEC embodies all the traits of
good stewards. It was very important to my husband and
me to continue to help those individuals who have dedi-
cated their lives to making the Earth a cleaner, safer, and
more beautiful place to live for all of us. I feel satisfied that
the much needed work that CEC does will be helped by
our legacy.

We all wish there were something else we could do,
other than writing letters or sending e-mails. Between work
and family commitments, most of us have to be satisfied
with being “armchair activists.” Here is an opportunity to
offer financial support to those individuals who are doing
the day-to-day activist work. Be a good steward! Help
ensure the continued good stewardship of the CEC by
remembering them in your will!

Want to stay in touch with the
grassroots environmental

movement?
Get more involved with Citizens’

Environmental Coalition.

Join CEC’s
 Email List!

Receive monthly action alerts on
CEC’s campaigns, updates on

projects, and more.

Simply send a blank email to:
cecnews-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Citizens’Environmental Coalition is a registered charity
with the NYS Attorney General Charities Bureau. A copy of
our annual report can be obtained by calling us at (518)
462-5527 or from the NYS Attorney General’s Charities
Bureau,Attn: FOIL Officer, 120 Broadway, NY, NY 10271

In Memory of Tom Natell
Peace Lover

Activist
Poet

1953 - 2005
 There is One Less of Us

He is Missed
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Downstate New York: Division 1Downstate New York: Division 1Downstate New York: Division 1Downstate New York: Division 1Downstate New York: Division 1

ooooo Jonathan Bennett is with New York Committee
for Occupational Safety and Health (NYCOSH)
and strongly believes that occupational and
environmental safety and health make a
seemless web.

ooooo Suzanne Mattei, Esq. is the NYC
Executive with Sierra Club, and is active on
solid and toxic waste issues.

ooooo Reverend Lynne West is with the Presbytery
of New York City and works on pollution
prevention and environmental justice.

Capital District/Adirondacks: Division 2Capital District/Adirondacks: Division 2Capital District/Adirondacks: Division 2Capital District/Adirondacks: Division 2Capital District/Adirondacks: Division 2

ooooo Tom Ellis is with the Coalition Against Riverfront
Pollution and active with many groups working on
toxic waste, nuclear and other problems.

ooooo Kelly Travers-Main is a co-founder of United
Neighbors Concerned About General Electric
and Dewey Loeffel Landfill (UNCAGED).

ooooo Steve Breyman, PhD, is a Professor in the
department of Science and Technology Studies at
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and active with
the Rensselaer County Greens.

ooooo Candace Lider is Secretary of the Troy Area
Labor Council, and works on labor and environ-
mental concerns.

Central New York: Division 3Central New York: Division 3Central New York: Division 3Central New York: Division 3Central New York: Division 3

ooooo Ellen Connett is editor of Waste Not, anational
newspaper on incineration, and is active on many
environmental health issues in St. Lawrence
County.

ooooo Zac Moore is a Syracuse activist working to
prevent siting of a sludge processing plant in a
predominantly African American community.

ooooo Linda Ochs works on toxic and solid waste
problems as a leader of the Finger Lakes
Citizens for the Environment.

Western New York: Division 4Western New York: Division 4Western New York: Division 4Western New York: Division 4Western New York: Division 4

ooooo Mary Canfield is an environmental activist
who’s volunteered for CEC for the past few
years as well as many other Buffalo area
groups.

ooooo Victoria McLaughlin Diaz  is with the West
Side Community Asthma Project which works
with the University of Buffalo regarding this
health issue.

ooooo Kandee Nance is an Environmental and Health
Activist who has worked towards the cleanup of
a  Superfund site in Buffalo.

CEC BCEC BCEC BCEC BCEC Boooooararararard of Dd of Dd of Dd of Dd of Diririririrectorectorectorectorectors 2005 Elections 2005 Elections 2005 Elections 2005 Elections 2005 Election
CEC members can vote for the Board in any of the following ways:

Attend the meeting
   or

Submit ballot by fax to (518) 465-8349 or (716) 885-6845
      or

Email cectoxic@igc.org
         or

Call in your choices to (518) 462-5527 or (716) 885-6848

Ballots must be received by 5:00 pm Friday, April 29th.

Group affiliations are for identification purposes only.

 The Best Way to Vote is to:

Attend the Annual Meeting* at:

3 p.m. on Saturday, April 30th, 2005

CEC’s Albany Office
The Social Justice Center

33 Central Avenue, 3rd floor
Albany, NY 12210

*Visit our office. We’d love to meet you.
Refreshments will be served.
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RRRRResesesesesourourourourources & Pces & Pces & Pces & Pces & Publicationsublicationsublicationsublicationsublications
Three Great Reports on PVC

The Economics of Phasing Out PVC, by Frank
Ackerman and Rachel Massey is a comprehensive report
that addresses everything from why we should worry about
PVC to how we can replace it. It gives a useful cost
comparison. If you’d like your own copy of this report,
download it from www.ase.tufts.edu/gdae.

Environmental Impacts of Polyvinyl Chloride
Building Materials, presents information on the environ-
mental and health hazards associated with the lifecycle of
polyvinyl chloride plastic (PVC, vinyl).  Individual chapters
on the manufacture, use and disposal of vinyl products
discuss the formation, release, exposure, and health
implications of hazardous substances during the manufac-
ture, use, and disposal of vinyl products are considered, as
well as energy consumption associated with PVC produc-
tion. Download a free copy at www.healthybuilding.net/
pvc/reports.html.

PVC Bad News Comes in 3’s,
The Poison Plastic, Health
Hazards and the Looming Waste
Crisis discusses the toxic lifecycle
of PVC, from it’s toxic roots to it’s inability to
be recycled. This report was a creative effort
of both the Center for Health, Environment

and Justice and Environmental Health Strategy Center in
Maine and is available online at www.preventharm.org.

CEC Co-Releases Dust Report
A national study found 35 hazardous chemicals in dust
samples taken from 70 homes in seven states, including ten
in the Albany, Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse and New York
City areas.  The study — Sick of Dust: Chemicals in
Common Products - a Needless Health Threat in Our
Homes – is the first in the U.S. to look at a new and wide
range of chemicals commonly found in computers, cosmet-
ics, upholstery, pesticides and other consumer products.  All
of these chemicals are legal, despite being internationally
recognized as toxic or harmful to the immune and repro-
ductive systems.  Babies and young children are particu-
larly at risk from exposure.

Sick of Dust outlines all of the major chemicals found in
the dust samples, their health risks, and the products in which
they are found.  The report also ranks compa-
nies on their use of hazardous chemicals and
reveals fundamental changes needed to reform
American chemical regulation to protect our basic
health and that of future generations.  For a copy
of the full report please visit www.safer-
products.org.

CEC Welcomes
Ananda Zoe Wilding

"Bobbi Chase and David Phillips welcomed their daughter,
Ananda Zoe Wilding on December 3rd. Ananda participated
in her first news conference on March 22nd when CEC re-
leased a groundbreaking report about toxic chemicals in house-
hold dust, available at www.safer-products.org.

Tell Us About Your Group’s Work

If you have a grassroots update you would like to sub-
mit, email a brief paragraph letting us know what’s new
with your group to cecmike@choiceonemail.com by
June 1st, 2005 for submission in the next newsletter!
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q I am interested in learning more about leaving a gift to CEC in my will or as a bequest

In A Small Dose of Toxicology, Steven G. Gilbert
examines our daily exposure to toxic chemicals. These
range from involuntary exposure to pesticides, lead and
mercury, to voluntary exposure such as alcohol, caffeine
and nicotine. In all, Gilbert lists 14 different toxic chemicals
and their effects.

In each case, Gilbert systematically breaks down the
specific toxic chemical, giving the reader a dossier, case
studies, an introduction and history, biological properties,
health effects, ways to reduce exposure, regulatory
standards, recommendation and conclusions, as well as
how to find more information and references. While this
might seem like a lot, Gilbert writes in an everyday lan-
guage that is quite readable. The reader also benefits from
the inclusion of graphs, diagrams, charts and pictures, thus
rendering these issues more accessible.

While it can be quite daunting to learn exactly to what
we are being exposed, Gilbert does a good job differentiat-
ing the toxic chemicals and demonstrating why some
people are more sensitive to certain ones than others. He
also shows how our exposure and reactions change
throughout our lives, beginning as a developing fetus and
continuing through old age.

While learning of the
exposures is scary, it is
also overwhelming to
learn about the money and
measures going to combat
these poisons, especially the ones
that can be avoided, such as the effects of tobacco and
drunk driving. Including these subjects gives the readers
something with which to immediately identify, which is
refreshing compared to arsenic, solvents and plant and
animal toxins about which the common person has little or
no idea.

In the last two parts of the book, Gilbert first writes on
the targets of toxicology, including Neurotoxicology (how
our nerve system chemistry is altered through exposure),
Cancer and genetics, and again he illustrates the effects on
pregnancy and the developmental stages. Finally, he
explores how to apply toxicology in your home, and the risk
assessment and management.

This book was an interesting and enlightening read, as
well as an important document to better understand,
combat and avoid daily toxins. A Small Dose of Toxicol-
ogy is available from www.crcpress.com.

Book Review: A Small Dose of Toxicology by Steven G. Gilbert
By  Matthew Shapiro, Community Outreach Representative

YYYYYeseseseses, I want to join Citizens, I want to join Citizens, I want to join Citizens, I want to join Citizens, I want to join Citizens’ Envir’ Envir’ Envir’ Envir’ Environmental Coonmental Coonmental Coonmental Coonmental Coalitionalitionalitionalitionalition
Enclosed is a check, money order or: q    Visa q MasterCard

q    Discover        q American Express

Card #:________________________________________________  Exp. Date: _____________

Name On Card/ Signature:________________________________________________________________

JJJJJoin Us!oin Us!oin Us!oin Us!oin Us!
Citizens’ Environmental
Coalition, 110 member
groups, and thousands
of individuals work to
eliminate pollution in
New York through our
Community Assistance
Program, Publication
Clearinghouse, and
statewide advocacy

campaigns.

 CEC
33 Central Ave.

Albany, NY 12210
p (518) 462-5527
f (518) 465-8349

cectoxic@igc.org
www.cectoxic.org

CEC is a tax-exempt organization.

!

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________

Phone:__________________________________    E-Mail:______________________________

q $10 Student/Senior Membership
q $25 Individual Membership
q $36 Family Membership
q $52 Sustaining Membership
q $100 Contributing Membership
q  Other __________
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Lindane continued from page 9

CEC recently created Building Green without
Going in the Red: A Household Guide to Healthy,
Affordable Building Materials.  It’s a useful guide
that will help you choose environmentally preferable
building materials.  By making choices that benefit
indoor air quality, human health and the environment,
we can help shift the market away from products
that are not sustainable.  Together, we can create
demand for environmentally sustainable products by
letting shop owners and managers know those are
the products we’ll purchase. To get your very own
copy you can download it from www.cectoxic.org or
call us at (518) 462-5527. In some areas you can
even borrow it from your local library.

We would appreciate your
feedback, and would love to hear
how the guide has aided you and
your projects. Email your com-
ments to ceckathy@igc.org.

years ago, when over the counter medications Rid and Nix
containing the active ingredient Permethrine were intro-
duced. They are widely offered by pediatricians and
pharmacists alike. However, although less toxic than
Kwell, there is still much concern about health effects of
Permethrin, such as eye and skin irritation, asthma-like
symptoms, cancer, reproductive effects, weakened im-
mune system, and neurotoxicity. Further, head lice have
become resistant to these products, which renders them
less effective and necessitates repeated applications.

If you combine the health risk of an application of
Kwell with the irreversible damage it does to our environ-
ment, I see no reason to ever use Kwell.  Instead, there
are safer remedies from which to choose. (page 9)

So, get yourself comfortable and start the process of
running that steel comb through your child’s hair. In this
fast paced world we live in, it’s a legitimate reason to stop
everything and have some quiet time with your kid.

Support Environmental Health through Workplace Giving!Support Environmental Health through Workplace Giving!Support Environmental Health through Workplace Giving!Support Environmental Health through Workplace Giving!Support Environmental Health through Workplace Giving!
Citizens’ Environmental Coalition (CEC) can now receive
donations through the United Way of Buffalo and Erie
County’s Donor Choice Program.

United Way offers the opportunity for you to designate
some or all of your gift to Citizens’ Environmental Coalition
through their Donor Choice program.  If you would like
more information on how to designate your gift to CEC,
please contact the United Way by e-mail at
customerservice@uwbec.org or (716) 887-2652.

Your support will help CEC:
· Coordinate precedent setting campaigns to protect

children and families from toxic chemicals found in
our homes, schools, workplaces, and communities.

· Empower citizens and communities hardest hit by
environmental injustices with information, training,
and assistance.

· Build a strong and diverse environmental health
movement in New York State.
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     Find out now on CEC’ s website ...
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Featuring ...
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