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l TOXICS IN YOUR COMMUNITY

NEWSLETTER

Fall 2006

The Alliance for aoXieF ree Fiture Full Stean Ahad

By Karl Breyman, Pogram Associate

In May of last spring, thAlliance for aToxic-Free
Future (A'FF) convened its fourth face-to-face meeting
in Albany including two newcomers to tAdliance, Tom
Lowe, Legislative Director of the NYS Nurses
Association and Frank Hotchkiss, organizer with United
Steelworkers District 4.

At the meeting a great deal of discussion centered
around “model” chemicals policy and how #NeFF can  Albany, bringing together more than twettliance
be a vehicle to draft, introduce and promote a partners from around the state to plot the course of the
comprehensive strategy to effectively regulate thousandsATFF for the next yeadevelop issue priorities for 2007
of hazardous chemicals in around the state. CEC :
circulated a document calldgtamework for Chemicals Continued on page 5
Policy Reform: Issues in Model Policy Development Hea/thy

| P Environment Healthy
paper whose purpose is to serve the very specific needs
of organizations pushing state-level reform. Economy Confe[’ence 12/6 & 7

At the May meeting, CEC also unveiled a newly
created 8-pagATFF booklet to helglliance partners By Matthew Shapir, Developmemssociate

communicate the structure, purpose and goals A TRé
to prospective member groups. It was designed by David

Gerratt of DG Communications, who has worked primariI)(hei
with non-profit organizations and cooperatives that
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promote environmental health and social and economic
equality The booklet will be printed on 100% post-
consumerprocess chlorine-free paper with soy-based
inks.

On September 18 and 19 thliance for aToxic-Free
Future held its first-ever strategic planning retreat in

CEC members have an exciting opportunity to have
r voices included in a crucial dialogue to ensure a
healthy future for Nework Sate. CEC is bringing
together the leading minds from academia, business,
government, labor and non-profit arenas to steer Xank
State on the road to a cleaner environment and greener
economy
3 Healthy Environment, Healthy Economy A
...4Symposium on Building a Safe and Sustainable Future
.6 for New York Sate— will be a one and one half-day event
-PN green engy, healthy buildings and development and
]%ieen products and manufacturing that at the Mexk
ate Legislative Office Building on December 6th and 7th,
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...12  Togetherwe will identify the promising opportunities

..14nd important challenges associated with furthering a safe
and sustainable economy and discuss strategies for building

that type of economy in NeWork Sate.
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¢ CEC Mission Satement ¢

Citizens’ Environmental Coalition is a
statewide grassroots environmental health
organization working to eliminate pollution by
empowering people.

Our mission is to:

¢ Create safe, healty communities, schools and

workplaces through pollution prevention;

¢ Empowereducate and
assist people concerned abou
environemntala problems;

¢ Strengthen the connectiol
from the grassroots to the
statehouse and beyond and
build effective coalitions;

¢ Promote democragcy
grassroots advocacy and environmental justice
protect and restore our environment;

¢ Promote corporate and government accoun
ability and

to

—
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¢ Promote non-violent social justice values. )

(" Make adifference onkey )
environmental health and
justice issues

§§ %

\-

Join CEC’sAction Alert
Sign up atwww.gal.og/cectoxic

powerd by:

GetActive
J

This issue went to press on: October 31, 2006
Next Newsletter Deadline: December 1, 2006
Please send us your news!




CEC has Moved Orahvaind Upwdr

By Matthew Shapia, DevelopmenAssociate

These are exciting times for Citizens’ Environmental = SeptemberMark Dunlea joined CEC as a Sendatvisor.
Coalition as we deepen our commitment to creatinga  Mark is a long-time safe energy and environmental
toxic-free future for Nework. This year CEC has hired  protection oganizer lobbyist, and research&ve are
six new staffers and we have outgrown our historic homeexcited to utilize Marlg thirty plus years of experience to
at the Social Justice Centér July we moved into a new  guide us until our new Excutive Director is named.
larger office at the NY Conference of Mayors building at
119WashingtorAvenue, 3rd FlogAlbany NY, 12210. CEC has also establishe@mnsitionAdvisory

Committee withAnne Rabe (Center for Health,

Clearly this growth speaks to how much support thereEnvironment and Justice (CHEJ) and past CEC Executive

is for environmental health. The expansion represents anpirector) chairing the committee with Lois Gibbs (Love

important turning point. CEC is now better able to Canal and CHEJ) assisting, among others.

represent your voice in NeMork Sate’s halls of power

Not only did the move bring us significantly closer to the CEC's staf and Board of Directors are diligently

State CapitolAttorney Genera$ ofice, the Legislative moving forward on our quest to ensure good health and a
Office Building, and allies such as Environmental cleaner safer Newvork Sate. We look forward to the
Advocates, NYPIRG and Sierra Club, but our new staff isnew opportunities for environmental protection and

more equipped to further our shared goals. chemical policy reform presented by the election of a new

Governon. We are enthused about this new era for CEC
It has been a pleasure to call the Social Justice Centeind are confident that it will put NeViork on a more
home for all these years. It was there that we gained a direct path to a toxic-free futuréVe look forward to

powerful voice and got our legs under us, and aswe  introducing you to our new Executive Director in our next
prepare to walk on to a new stage in our journey we issue.a

reflect on the important victories and good times that took
place thereWe want to thank all the wonderful
organizations that have shared the SJC with us and have
truly made it home. They will continue to inspire us as we
leave the nest to carve out a new chapter for CEC and a

healthier environment for all Neorkers. Help us make our
This unprecedented organizational growth would be new Ofﬁce our home
impossible without the constant support you have shown Do you wish to donate any of the following?
us.We cannot thank you enoughve will be hosting an
open house along with our annual Holiday Party in « Computers
December and we look forward to welcoming you to our « Desks
new home. » Office Chairs
In addition to moving thAlbany office, CEC has » Couches ’
made a leadership change as well. CEC would like to * Wopden bookshelves 4
thank Kathleen Curtis who ended her tenure as €EC’ « Digital Cameras
Executive Director ougust 31st, anéssistant Director
Bobbi Chase-Wding who left CEC on September 15th, If you can help, contact Matbheger at
2006 for their years of hard work and dedication to the 518-462-5527 or atectoxic@igc.orgo
organization.We wish them well in their future endeavors. arrange pickup and in-kind gift reciept for
tax purposes.

The change of leadership has infused CEC with new
enegy, ideas, and a broader strategy to bring
environmental health reforms to Ne&t@rk Sate. In




ATFF (Ganddate Fedge for adxic free NY

By RobAttardo, EnvionmentalAssociate

On October # TheAlliance for aToxic-Free Future

Candidates who have signed the pledge

held a press conference in the State Legislative Office Senate
Building to release a candidate pledge for the upcoming pistrict candidate

elections. The pledge was mailed to every candidate for
Sate legislature, Governgittorney General and
Comptroller Candidates were asked to return their
signed pledges to CEC by Octobei"18

The pledge outlines the policy priorities for state
action in 2007. There are 12 actions that the candidates
are pledging to support as either executive gkssing
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29
36
39
42
52

Odelia Goldberg
Thomas K. Duane
Curtis Brooks
Christopher PMcBride
Suzan Zenit

Mark Trabucco
Eugene Saltzberg

legislation or budget items. The measures recommendedAssembly
District Candidate

in the pledge are what tidliance feels will accomplish
our mission of making the danger of exposure to toxic
chemicals a thing of the past. Some of the issues
included in the pledge were the creation dbaic

Waste Reduction Institute, a Green Chemistry Institute,
and several Childres'Environmental Health Clinics
across the stat@heAlliance is also calling for the
adoption of an environmentally safe procurement pplicy
and an environmental justice executive order or law
addition, theAlliance wants to highlight a recent change
in theWorkers Compensation Law that allows workers,
volunteers, and residents who were exposed to the toxic
dust and fumes created by the collapse oftbdd

Trade Center to file bfugust 14, 2007 to remain eligible

1
2
4
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10
15
16
19
28
34
41
46

Dan Panico

Fred Thiele

Bruce Bennett
Grace Kelly-McGovern
Craig Heller
Rolalker

Louis FChisari
Donald H. Birnbaum
Dolores Maddis
Ivan Lafayette
Jonathahesteverde
Alec Brook-Kransy

Rose Laney

District Candidate

75
90
93
94
94
95
103
104
115
119
123
125
130

Richard N. Gottfried
Sandra Galef
Shelley Mayer
Peter H. Partridge
Kenneth Zebrowski
Ellen C. Jaffe
Virginia Martin
John McEneny
David Gordon
Joan K. Christensen
BarbarAbbott King
Barbara Lifton
Daniel CWest

for coverage should they become ill from this in the
future.

The pledge and background documents were
collaborative works by CEC and seveidllance
partners, who were called upon to write the individual
points of the pledge based on their particular expertise.
The results will be used to educate the public, as well ag
otherAlliance members, on who are tbieampions of
environmental health for NeMork. For more information
regarding the pledge, please contact Rtthrdo at 518-462-
5527 or at rob@cectoxic.orgy

AL.LIANCE FOR A
Toxic-Free Future

Newest members of the
Alliance for the Toxic Free Future

- Arbor Hill Environmental Justice Corporation
- Center for Health, Environment and Justice
- Coalition to End Lead Poisoning

- CSEALocal 100ABFSCME AFL-CIO

- FluorideAction Network Pesticide Project

- Learning Disabilitite#\ssociation of

Central Nework

- LearningAssociation of Nework City
- Learning Disabilitieg\ssociation of the

Southern Tier

- Learning Disabilitieg\ssociation ofANY
- Natural Resources Defense Council
- NewYork League of Conservatidfoters

-NYSARC

- NYS Developmental Disabilities Planning

Council

- NYS Nursedssociation
- Saten Island Citizens for Clediir

- United Steelworkers District 4

- Wildwood Programs/Learning Disabilitites
Association of the Capital District




AIFF: Rill STean Ahexdl

and to identify strategic opportunities and ways to meet Workers compensation claims for illnesses caused by the
them. collapse of thaVorld Trade CenterTo achieve these

objectives, thé&TFF will employ a multi-faceted approach

The morning of the first day task force co-leaders ) _
including the state budget process, executive order and

updated the group on their activities over the last three O
months and Monica Buckhorn of the Environmental Healt/fgisiation.

Fund presented on the seven other SAFER states. Following the retreat, th&TFF released its 12-point
SAFER, or the @iteAlliance for the Federal Reform of ~ public policy pledge calling on all candidates running for
Chemicals Policy is a coalition of eight states sharing ~ state-level dfce in NewYork to commit to supporting
strategies and coordinating their efforts to build towards crucial reforms in order to protect the health and

national, comprehensive reform of our chemical environment of the state. The pledge encompasses the
management system. CEC and AT&F have been ATFF’s priority issues mentioned above, but also demands
involved with SAFER from its inception and will continue ~ strict cleanup standards for Superfund sites and

to expand and deepen our involvement in this important brownfields and calls for the phase-out and elimination of
coalition for years to come. unnecessary and dangerous chemicals. The results will be

analyzed, circulated within t#eTFF and used as a tool to
the coming yeafTo weigh all the issues under educate the public and identify environmental health and

consideration, the group applied criteria to assess, prioritizEStice champions.

and select issues based on a wide range of factors. By the Finally, CEC is still accepting applications #FFF
end of this process the agenda was set for 200ATHHE ~ Campaign Coordinatpa newly-created, full-time position
naming six prioritiesThey are the establishmentTafxic housed at CEGAlbany ofice. To submit an application,
Use Reduction and Green Chemistry Institutes, the signingend tocectoxic@igc.aqy orATFF, c/o Citizens’

of green purchasing and environmental justice executive Environmental Coalition,I9Washingtorive., 3 floor,
orders, the founding of fottn-six Childrens Albany, NY 12210a

Environmental Health Centers of Excellence and to

support eforts to publicize théugust 2007 deadline to file

On day two, thé\TFF set out to finalize its agenda for

Healthy Environment Health Economy conting
For the past year we have informed you on our
progress in passing legislation to create environmentally
responsible purchasing. CEC played an important role in

passing sustainable purchasing initiatives in Nevk City
and Buffalo, as well the Green Cleaning Products in
Schools Bill, ensuring that children learn in a safe and
healthy environment.

Healthy Envionment, Healthy Economgims to
build on the momentum of these achievements by
propelling the passage of the Statewide Safe and
Sustainable Procuremefitt. The symposium comes at a
time when the power to bring dramatic change to New
York’s environmental health policies is within our grasp.
The election of a new Governor opens a window of
opportunity to push forth sweeping reforii¢e look
forwarded to utilizing this occasion by introducing
Executive Orders to enact a statewide safe and
sustainable purchasing initiative.

This landmark event will send a loud and clear
message to Nework’s new leaders that the
infrastructure exists and the time to lay the foundation for For more information o to register for the event

a toxic-free future is nowHealthy Environment Healthy please contact Matt Shapiro at 518-462-5527,

Economy will feature sixteen panel discussions, two cecmatt@cectoxic.ar. or visitwww.hehe-mor . a
plenary sessions, and a keynote address. There will also He = : '
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area featuring
vendors and expel
“office hours.”
Also, the NYS
Department of
Environmental
Conservation will

be presenting the  HEALTHY EC

New York State i,
Environmental A Symposium on Building a Safe and

Sustainable Future for New York State
Excellence

Awards.

Join us to learn how businesses are working to achieve
a prosperous and toxic-free future for Néark. You will
empower yourself be learning the steps you can take to
create an environmentally safe attmosphere in your own
home and communityVe have made the registration costs
as affordable as possible. The individual cost is $15 for the
day and a half event and includes 2 meals and snacks.

%gge exposition %“ONM EN r




Weést \alley A Gall for Community Empowerment

By Brian Hillery, EnvionmentalAssociate

Since January of this yedhe focus of th&VestValley are incredibly excited by this precedent.
campaign has been implementing a Full @astounting Our FCAstudy is underwayonducted by DWilliam
(FCA) study at the locatiom relatively new concept, FCA Steinhurst of consulting firm Synapse Energy Economics Inc.,
will look into the real environmental and economic costs of ~ Dr. FrankAckerman fronilufts University (both whom have
different cleanup options at thiéestValley nuclear and been involved in FCAtudies before), as well as.Diike
hazardous waste site. Wilson, geologist and erosion specialist from SUR¥donia.

The Department of Engy’s Environmental Impact We are expecting completion of the study to wrap up by January
Statement (originally slated for January 2007, now postponed 0f 2007.
yet again) will detail the costs and environmental effects of In early October of this yea€CEC and CWVNWorganized a
different cleanups avV, but only looks out 30-100 years. fact-finding mission at thé/estValley site, accompanied by Dr
This is grossly inadequate for a site suchastValley, Steinhurst and DWilson. The site tour signifies a major
which contains nuclear waste that will be hazardous for success in our studproviding our consultants the opportunity
thousands of years. Even hundreds of years down the line, to gather empirical data on a first-hand basis.also arranged a
leakage of nuclear material from thestValley site would series of meetings during Deinhursts stay inWestern New
prove disastrous for the region, potentially poisoning wildlife, York, providing the economist with in-depth accounts and
the environment and generations to come. analyses of the dangers existing at\tfestValley site.

WestValley is on a glacial till that will erode into Cattaraugus ~ In related news, our collaboratiRadioactive \&ste Cleanup
Creek and Lake Erie within a thousand years and it is thereforecCampaign moniker for our joint dbrts at theVestValley site,

essential that we further research overall cost of different recently received $50,000 from the Publielfare Foundation to
cleanup options during this time frame. continue our work.as environmental watchdog groups. CEC and
CEC, along with partner ganizations Coalition owest our allies greatly appreciate the continued support of the Public
Valley NucleaWastes (CWVNW), Nuclear Information and Welfare Foundation, related grant supporters, and from our
Resource Service and the Center for Health, Environment and membersWe eagerly await the results of this independent study
Justice, worked with Senator Catharifaing ($ate Senator and have already begun looking toward the future of this long-

representing thé/estValley district) securing the $54,000 for ~ running campaigna
us to conduct our FCAtudy This grant represents the first
ever commitment of tax-dollars toward an independent study For more information regardintfestvalley, Brian Hillery can be

of a nuclear waste site and we, along with countless other  reached at 716-885-6848tmian@cectoxic.org
nuclear and hazardous waste sites across the United States,

EPA Halts Lindane fogAJseNow its the F&s Turn

By Laura McCathy, Program Associate

In earlyAugust, the ER announced the California since 2002, and legislation promoting similar
withdrawal of all agricultural products in the U.S. bans is moving forward in Michigan and in N&ark,
containing the pesticide lindane. Environmental health where it is one of CEG’major campaigns.
groups around the countipcluding CEC, applaud the Lindane is a known neurotoxin that can cause
step, but are critical of the BB claim to be the best seizures, damage the nervous system, and weaken the
agency in the world for pesticide regulation and are callingmmune system. Exposure may also cause cancer and
for the phase-out of the remaining uses of lindane. disrupt the human and animal hormone systems.

Lindane, in all its different applications, has already The NewYork Sate Legislature has bills

been banned in 52 countries around the world. Until this (A.4162A and S.5619) against the use of lindane for
summeythe U.S. used approximately 230,000 pounds of pharaceutical purposes, pending in both houdéésd like
lindane yearly in seed treatment products, mostly on cornto thankAssemblymember$Veisenbeay, Dinowitz, Ortiz,

and wheat. The withdrawal allows continued use of Perry EspaillatArroyo, and Gottfried as well as Senators
existing stocks of lindane seed treatment products until  Flanagan, La#lle, and Marcellino for their leadership as
2010. sponsors of this legislation.

While this is an accomplishment, the use of this Lindane is no longer allowed on pets or seeds, so

toxic chemical continues to be allowed for treatment of  why do we still allow it to be used on our childraii@ do
lice and scabies in pharmaceutical products regulated by not need lindane. There are several products on the
the Food and Drugdministration (FDA). Pharmaceutical market that are safeaffordable, and more fefctive
uses of lindane for lice and scabies have been banned intreatmentsa
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HomelandeSurity and thedhk of CEC

By Seve Beyman, Boat Co-Chair

Believe it or not, the chemical industry has been able toouisville Chartera CEC statement of environmental
avoid the post-9/Lsecurity upgrades required of the airlinehealth principles for the twenty-first century
and other industries, and of governments themseigs.  (www.louisvillecharteiorg). CEC was central to
and all changes in chemical security to date—and there ha@eganization of thélliance for aToxic-Free Future
been far fewer than we need—have been complete(ATFF), designed for the hard work of building a world
voluntary The ER estimates an attack at any of 123 chemicapeyond industrial poisongheATFF focuses on such

plants could endanger more than one essential tasks as moving beyond
million people. The Department dependence on dangerous pesticides,
Homeland Security believes that fir and replacement of petrochemicals by

benign alternatives.

CEC and the lger movemeng
approach is beginning to show results
not just in NewYork Sate, but at the
federal level as well. Senators
Lautenberg (D-NJ), Obama (D-IL),

or explosions at 3,400 facilities arou
the country could produce toxic clou
that pose severe hazards to th
regions. It indeed hard to imagine tt
the thousands of ticking bomim
represented by chemic

manufacturing, storage, a : i f’:lnd Menendez (D-NJ), have'
transportation facilities are not mugss e | = introduced S.2486, the Chemical
more secure today than they wer : MM Security and Safetfct. The bill would

nearly five years ago. Finalljomeland Security Secretary require that chemical companies use “inherently safer
Michael Chertoff recently produced some industry-friendlytechnology” (IST) whenever possible.
guidelines for improved chemical plant security Itis this pollution prevention feature, among other
Environmental health and justice activists have long important steps like permitting tougher state standards, that
argued that our work would make the U.S. not only the Bush administration and chemical industgpproach
cleaner healthier and fairerbut also more secur€his is lacks. Improving fences, increasing the number of guards,
so because the chemical processes, substances, and and tightening physical security around chemical plants
facilities that most déct our health, our childremhealth, ~ while necessary is not sufficient. End-of-pipe homeland
and the health of our communities, are also those most  security is unlikely to work any better than end-of-pipe
vulnerable to terrorist attacks. pollution control. The extent to which the industry still
We havert yet been able to convince policymakers ~ relies on toxic, carcinogenic, mutagenic, and endocrine-
that environmental health itself should be seen as a humahsrupting substances to produce its products, is the extent
right and thus as integral to national secutitgw can we  to which chemical plants are still dangerous to their
be secure as a country if we face diverse health threats neighbors and to all of the rest of us.
from anachronistic chemicals produced here in the US? End-of-pipe chemical security is as short-sighted as
But we have made significant progress in building an enforcement-only approaches to immigration. Building
organizational and conceptual infrastructure for a healthiewalls and militarizing borders do not get at the root causes

and more secure United States. of illegal immigration, another currently hot topic in
CEC is in the forefront of the growing national homeland securityVithout taking a holistic approach that
movement to replace risk-based approaches to addresses the path to citizenship of the millions of

environmental health decision-making with precautionary undocumented workers already in the courdnd the
approachedlVe’ve been active in the national Coming forces that drive them to El Norte in the first place, we'll
Clean collaborative, and were integral to formulation of th&ever fully come to grips with the problem.
CEC is ramping up its campaigns for a toxic-free
future. Please join us in the efforta

Seve Beyman is amissociate Rsfessor in the
Science and énchnology Depament of RPI. He
can be eached atoreyms@rpi.edu




Your Home EnwnmentGreener Bstues-
A Moe Natual Wy to Go

By Laura McCathy, Program Associate

People are purchasing organic food more often, burial costs upwards of $9,000, eco-burials cost a fraction
demanding more products made with non-toxic ingredientsf that, while providing a beautiful place for one to be
and eliminating pesticides from their homes. Thereis a layed to rest.
growing trend tdive greener But what about after life? Conventional cemeteries require pesticides and

Most people don't like to think about death, and even gasoline to keep the lawn mowed and to battle back
less about the process of what happens when we die. growth. Additionally, each year the US buries over
Consider how odd it would be living life close to the earth 800,000 gallons of embalming fluid and 30 million feet of
and free of toxic chemicals, only to be buried full of them hardwoods in casket formvivw.naturalburial.om).
and with a layer of concrete and steel between you and Though formaldehyde is not persistent in the environment
the earth you respected. Natural burials have been arouikké heavy metals or PCB, its important to consider the

as long as people have, but most are health effects such as cancer risks, to

unaware that they have a choiuat individuals who work and live near its

to be filled with embalming fluids and production. Cutting down on demand is

buried in a vault In most states there one way to ameliorate the risk of

are no laws decreeing that the dead exposure.

must be embalmed. What makes a burial green? Eco-
More recentlypeople have become burial grounds usually require that the

more attracted to leaving behind a living body is not embalmed and the coffin is

legacy of trees rather than a landfill of made of biodegradable materials such

formaldehyde and cement. In the US, as willow; cloth, or “Eco-Pods”

the 25 billion dollar death industry is growing quicklyie  constructed primarily of recycled papéviemorials and

death rate is expected to double in the next few decades diadstones are usually not permitted, though native trees

to the graying oAmericas baby boomersThose invested can be planted, or the family can choose an engraved

in eco-burials are hoping all these people who grew up wiltone be placed on the site. Because there are no

the first earth day will opt for something better in deathprominent headstones, burial locations can be mapped with
In England there are about 140 natural cemeteries, GIS (geographic information system) in order for future

whereas in the US, the trend toward natural burials is jusyenerations to locate an ancetgdinal resting place.

beginning. In 1998, DICampbell opened the UsSfirst Currently there is only one site that can provide green

green burial ground iwestminsterS.C. Since then, a burials in Newvork Qate: Greensprings Natural Cemetery

handful of other eco-friendly funeral options have sprung Preserve, located just south of Ithagacording to Mary

up, most modeling after DEampbells 32 acre Ramsey  Woodsen, president of the founding group, the preserve

Creek Preserve. The green burial concept gained furthesffers “simple, traditional, low-impact, reasonably priced

national attention on thEV series “Six Feet Undgwhen  burials. The cemetery will be maintained to provide the

aleading character received a green burial in a woodedlook and feel of a nature preserve — which means no

nature preserve. pesticides, artificial fertilizers, or closely mowed lawns.”
Eco-Burials operate on the premise that the dead caafter years of preparation, Greensprings Natural

preserve the land for the living. Surrounded by nature  Cemetery Preserve opened in the Spring. For more

trails, green burial grounds conserve land for wildlife whileinformation, visitwww.naturalburial.qy.

permanently restricting commercial development. The idea of green burials is drawing people in because
Green burials put death in its natural place - as a partof their natural beautylecreased toxicitghe lower cost,

of the cycle of life. A green burial allows the family to and the idea behind the land preservatidfuldn't it be

pay respect to their loved oa@dthe earth. The wonderful to visit a loved ong’'grave site by hiking along a

simplicity of the services and the burials also make the  beautiful woodland trail or wildflower meadow¥ouldn't

ritual more meaningful. While the average funeral and it be wonderful to go beyond living greea?




2006 Drty Dozen Awals: \thnes Asked to Step Up!

By Laura McCathy, Program Associate

On June ¥, Citizens’ Environmental Coalition
presented theBannual Dirty Dozewards along with

nuclear waste which has been
leaking into the groundwater since

nominating organizations; Cheektowaga Citizens Coalitionthe 1960s.
Community Health and Environment Coalition, Concerned '
Residents of East Fishkill, Friends of Hudson, Great Lakdsdian Point 2 and 3 Dirty DozenAward

United, Hopewell Junction Citizens for Cleafater,
Indian Point Safe Energy Coalition, Sustainable South
Bronx and UNCAGED. Press conferences were
organized irAlbany, Buffalo, and Long Island to draw

attention to local toxic hazards. The 2006 “winners” are:

General Electric and theNew York State Department
of Environmental Conservation for failing to address
the Dewey LodEl Landfill in Nassats 92 million pounds

of liquid toxic waste as well as pollution in Nassau Lake.

LaFarge Building Materials and theNYS Department
of Environmental Conservation for the Ravena tire
burning project, which was not required to submit an

(Buchanon) store 2000 tons of nuclear waste and have no
feasible evacuation plan, making it attractive to terrorists.
Also, Indian Point is leaking radioactive waste.

Keyspan’s Northport and Port Jefferson Power

plants (Long Island) are the T and 29 largest polluters

on Long Island. These plants are emitting large amounts
of greenhouse gases and burning twice as much fuel as
plants using more modern technologies.

Willet Dairy (Genoa)is the lagest CAFO in Newrork
State with over 7,000 cows. Neighbors concerned about
health effects from manure spills have joined together and

Environmental Impact Statement and is proceeding with diled a citizen suit under the Cle&vaterAct.

plan to burn millions of tires across from two schools.

Hopewell Precision Inc. (Hopewell Junction)for
vapor intrusion and contaminating the groundwater of
local residents in Hopewell Junction.

NYS Organic Fertilizer Company (Bronx) handles
sewage waste contaminated with heavy metals, dioxins,
and other toxins in an area with high levels of asthma.
This yeats awards focus on how the environmental
problems we're highlighting are affecting our children and

IBM for the Shenandoah Road Superfund site and beingour future. Each award is a pair of childeshoes
defined as the “potentially responsible party” for 18 other mounted to a plaque featuring the name of the winning site

Superfund sites across the state.

Cheektowagas “Toxic Triangle,” is comprised of
Buffalo Crushed ®ne QuarryLand Reclamation
Landfill, Old Land Reclamation, Shultz Landfillyin
Village recycling, and Depew Landfill, which together
pose health risks to area residents.

Environmental Protection Agency for the Peter
Cooper Landfill Superfund site (Gowanda) a former

manufacturing plant for glue made from animals that did

not properly store
toxic waste such
as chromium and
arsenic which

leaks into nearby

waterways.
West Valley
Demonstration
_ Project was
2006 Dirty Dozen Pess event- Kellyravers- h f
Main, Debra Hall, and Laura McCarthy (left chosen for .
to right) unsafely storing
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and carrying the message: “N#&@rk’s children askwill
you take the necessary steps to right these wrongs?”
Each award is unique and represents how children are
particularly vulnerable to toxic exposures.

The selection committee was comprised of
environmental health experts including David
Carpenterof University at\lbany School of Public
Health; Roger Cook dlVestern Newrork Committee for
Occupational Safety and Health; Jonathan Bennett of
New York Committee for Occupational Safety and Health;
and CECS Bobbi Chas#vilding.

Winners were selected from nominations based on the
severity of the threat they pose and the unwillingness of
the polluters and government officials to adequately
address the problem.

It's never too soon to submit a nomination for 2007!
Please emaiteclaura@cectoxic.gror call 518-462-

5527 for an applicatio@

CEC would like to thanRlbany NY§ ClintonAvenue
SalvationArmy, Jamie ConophyBrenna Raffe, 8hessa Cuirs,
Shannon Curtis, and Karen Shdéer donating the shoes for
construction of the awards.



What's Developing

by Matthew Shapir, DevelopmenAssociate

New Ways to Help Suppot CEC

There are several new ways for you to give additional
support to CEC and the best part is these new methods
can actually help you save moneyeate a cleaner

environment in your home and make your holiday shopping

easier Several businesses and websites will give financial

support to CEC as well as provide you with an abundance

of goods in services. | encourage you to take full
advantage of these opportunities to help CEC.

Hudson Energy ServicesYou may have heard that
your local public utility is now allowing you to choose who
supplies the energy for electricity and natural gas for your
home or business. It encourages you to select an Energy
Supply Company (ESCO). National Grid is even offering a
7% discount on energy bills for two months for customers
that select an ESCO through their New Choices Program

Hudson Energy Services has also pledgetbtwate
$50 per year (and for continuing years) to CEC for
each member that signs upWhen you sign up, you will
still receive only one monthly bill from your public utility
with no extra costs involved, with the service staying the
same from your utility

Through this fundraising program you and CEC would
receive the following benefit&ll taxes for enagy delivery
will be erased from your bilapprox. $30 savings/ month
All billing and service for electricity and natural gas will still
remain with your public utility with no fees involved.
Additionally, the price for engly from Hudson will never
exceed the rate for your public utilignsuring that you pay
a lower or the same price that you're paying ndwixed
Rates are also available upon request. National Gri
customers will receive a 7%
2 months while customers of other utility companies wil
receive engyy delivery creditsyou will earn monthly income
for CEC without costing you a cent!!!

Hudson Energy Services has made it simple for you t
sign up and for CEC to receive money each month.
Go to:www.hudsonenegyservices.comJsing our promotion
code:CEC, enter in youname, address, public utiljtgnd
public utility account numbekVithin one to two months your

energy bills will be decreased, with CEC receiving monthlyE

income from Hudson Engy.
If you have any questions or would like a sign-up form

Apollo Sunshine performs at the Green Living Festival

distributors. They offer a myriad of products allowing you
to create a clean and environmentally healthy home.

They have a wide array of air purification systems that
will rid your home of smoke, odors and airborne contaminates
such as mold, spores and germs. They sell the newest water
purification systems that use a five stage system
encorperating ozone and ultraviolet light to remove hazards
from your family’s drinking waterThey also dEr the latest
high-tech LaundryPure system which eliminates the need
for laundry detegent and hot wateso you can do laundry
with reduced energy use and without the exposure to
unneeded chemicals.

You will also find a wide gamut of environmentally safe
cleaning products, diet supplements, bed coverings, toiletries
and personal care items. Marilyn and Jonathardeiite
5% to CEC from all sales to CEC members.

You can call them at 518-320-8742 or visit their website
www.ecoquest.com/truax

IGive.com-Avoid the stresses of holiday shopping by
staying at home and earning money for CEC while
§hopping online akww.igive.com Igive allows you to

discount on your energy bill fophop at over 600 of the nations leading retailers including

American EagleAnn Taylor, Avon, Barnes and Nobles,
Brookstone, Eddie Baughe Gap, Hallmark, JC Penny
Macy'’s, Old Navy Spencers, Sporsithority,

a'imberland and Urban Ouftfitters.

Each store will donate a different percentage to
CEC. Registerings easy just go tawww.igive.comand
register by putting in your emaifou will then be asked to
write in your charityAfter writing Citizens’
nvironmental Coalition, our link will come up, click on it
and create your member name and then start shoping and
earning money for CEC.

mailed to you, then please contact Thaddeus Pinckney with

Hudson Enagy at (518) 372-131

Truax & Sons Breathe FreeMarilyn and Jonathamruax

Goodsearch.coml am sure that almost everyday you
search for something on the web, why not help CEC raise
funds in the process? Goodsearch.com¥Yalao

are Capital Region CEC members and independent EcoQuéered search engine tfianates a penny to CEC
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for each search you doWhile a penny may not sound



like much it really does add up. For instance if 500 people

averaged 2 searches a dinen CEC would get $3,650
annually Registering is easgo towww.goodsearch.com
put CitizensEnvironmental Coalition in the “Who Déou
Search For?” box and that is all it takes.

CEC Hosts its Biggest Event to Date
CEC hosted our inaugural Green Living Festival this

past Earth Dayat the Empire tate Plaza Convention Hall,
onApril 22nd. Thanks to everyone who joined us for the
event. For those of who did not attend, here is a recap.

Participants were given an educational and
entertaining experiencAmong the highlights were the

workshops led by environmental experts such as WRPI

radio personalities Steve Breyman and Mark Dunlea.
People raved about Judith Helfaméllm “Blue Vinyl.”
There was also an organic wine and cheese tasting

presented blbanyWine and Spirits, Polaner Selections,

and the Honedleight Food Co-op.

Then there was the all-day concert featuring
performances by Brothers Paispollo Sunshine, Ran
Montbleau Band, Percy Hill, Peter Prince & Moon Boot

Lover, Scarecrow Collection, and Raygun. Children got to

transform ordinary household items into crafts such as bird

feeders and jewelryVe also had a wide array of vendors

from throughout the state offering distinctive goods and

crafts. | encourage you to visit their websites listed on the

next page.You are sure to find several unique items, and

it's important that we support those who support CEC.
It was exciting for us to enact one of CECore
principles of

empowering

people and to

bring our

message to

the public. Itis

encouraging to

know that the

Green Living

Festival was

able to open

eyes and

serve as a tool

to help create

a healthier

future for

New York.
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“Taking out the fiash” by Makayla Fagan, age 8, o
winner of the GLFS children$ drawing contest.
Special Thanks to the Bookhouse of Stuyvesant
Plaza for sponsoring the contest. Reach them at: ®
518-489-4761 owww.bhnycom

CEC would like to thank the
following for supporting and

participating in the Green
Living festial

Vic and Liz Mazzoti

Dr. PeteNellis

Steven Breyman

State of Mind Music Magazine
www.stateofmindmusic.com
Hampton Inn and Suites

25 Chapel 8, Albany, NY 12210
www.hamptoninn.hilton.com
Being In Harmony
www.beinginharmonyom

Tierra Farms
www.tierrafarm.com

Kechua NativéAmerican Crafts
845-353-5350

Art by Bhavna
http://groups.msn.com/Artsy&lYinabe/shoebox.msnw
Wormtown Trading Company
www.wormtown.og

Bright Moments
www.allbrightmoments.com
Hooked Productions
www.hookedproductions.com
Young Living Essentail Oils
www.oilsladycom

O’Connell andAronowitz Law Firm
www.oalawcom

Community Energy
www.newwindenegy.com
KujengaAfrica

Natalie McKennerney
kujengaafrica@gmail.com

Sierra Club

www.sierraclub.og

AlbanyWine and Spirits

105 ColvinAve.,Albany, NY 12206
Joshua London & Polaner Selections
(OrganicWine Provider)

19 North Moge®&ve., Mt. Kisco, NY10549
www.polanerselections.com
HonestWeight Food Co-op

484 Centrafve.,Albany, NY 12206
Aces Inc. (Audio Provider)
518-482-2667

Morgan Linens
www.morganlinenservice.com
Mark Dunlea

Green Indie Report, WRPI 91.5 FM
Healthy Schools Network
www.healthyschools.ar




FlourideHow Safe is the Drinkingt®¥ Standadlf?

By Ellen Connett, CEC BodrMember

On March 22, the National Research Council (NRC) means... Fluorides also increase the production of free
published a 3-year study titleBluoride in Drinking radicals in the brain through several different biological
Water: A Scientific Review of ¥ Sandads. This pathways. Thesehanges have a bearing on the
report is the best review of the science of fluoride to comgossibility that fluorides act to increase the risk of
out of a US government sponsored agency despite politicdevelopingAlzheimers disease... Fluoride can increase

interference from reviewers. It is available online at the uptake of aluminum into bone and brain.”
www.nap.edu/catalogib71.html IQ: “A few epidemiologic studies of Chinese populations
TheNRC recommended lowering the MCLG have reported 1Q deficits in children exposed to fluoride at

(maximum contaminant level goal) for fluoride in drinking 2.5 to 4 mg/Lin drinking water Although the studies
water The MCLG is the public health goal based on whatlacked sufficient detail for the committee to fully assess
science tells us is safe for the population, including their quality and relevance to U.S. populations, the
vulnerable subgroups, but is not an enforceable standardconsistency of the results appears significant enough to
The MCL is the enforceable level, which is based as closwarrant additional research on the effects of fluoride on
as is technically and economically feasible to the MCLG intelligence.”

Currently the MCLG and the MClare the ENDOCRINE DISRUPTION: “In summary
same for fluoride: both are set at 4 ppm or 4 evidence of several types indicates that fluoride
mg/liter. affects normal endocrine function or response;
The NRC concluded that B MCLG the effects of the fluoride-induced changes vary
for fluoride in drinking water imot safe and in degree and kind in different individuals.
“should be lowered.” According to the Fluoride is therefore an endocrine disruptor in
report, ER's “safe” standard puts a person the broad sense of altering normal endocrine
at increased risk for “severe dental fluorosis” function or response, although probably not in
and bone fracture. The NRC requested that the sense of mimicking a normal hormone.”
EPA perform a health risk assessment to THYROID: “In humans, effects on thyroid
determine a safe level. function were associated with fluoride exposure
The majority of fluoridated communities in of 0.05 - 0.13 mg/kg/day when iodine intake was

the US add 1 ppm fluoride to drinking water (72% of Newadequate and 0.01 - 0.03 mg/kg/day when iodine was
Yorkers drink fluoridated water)The report indicates that inadequate.” [Note: these exposures are up to 10 times
some population subsets may exceed a “safe” limit by  lower than the dosage associated with the 4 ppm standard
drinking water even at 1 ppm fluoride, such as children anaihd are exceeded by millions of children and adults in the
people who drink larger quantities of water like diabetics, US drinking water at 1 ppm.]
laborers, and athletes. DIABETES: “The conclusion from the available studies

The report states that on “a per-body-weight basis, is that sufficient fluoride exposure appears to bring about
infants and young children have approximately threeto increases in blood glucose or impaired glucose tolerance in
four times greater exposure than do adults” and that some individuals and to increase the severity of some
“children and others with poor control of swallowing could types of diabetes. In general, impaired glucose
have intakes of fluoride from dental products that exceed metabolism appears to be associated with serum or plasma
the dietary intakes.” All children under four have poor  fluoride concentrations of about 0.1 mg/L or greater in
swallow control. both animals and humans.”

KIDNEY : “Human kidneys... concentrate fluoride as
There are many serious concerns expressed in the NRCmuch as 50-fold from plasma to urine. Portions of the
report. Here are a few excerpts: renal system may therefore be at higher risk of fluoride
toxicity than most soft tissues...”

BRAIN: “On the basis of information largely derived BONE: “The committee judges that stage Il skeletal
from histological, chemical, and molecular studies, itis  fluorosis (the stage before mobility is significantly
apparent that fluorides have the ability to interfere with theffected) should also be considered an adverse health
functions of the brain and the body by direct and indirect effect. This stage is characterized by chronic joint pain,

Continued on Page 15



Lead: What's the Acceptable Range?

By Libby McDonald, fsm her booKToxic Sandbox

When my one year old son was tested for lead, his |ikely to have a reading disabilityMore recent studies

blood-lead level was 9 ug/dL (micrograms per deciliter). have determined thanhy amount of lead is a hazard.
The pediatrician assured me it was within th&'&P

acceptable range of 0-10 ug/dL. Next evening at a .
dinner party | was seated next to a prominent lead Where Lead in our BOdy Comes From

expert. When | told Dr Elaine Schulte my sositest Lead-based paint in old homes The number one cause

result, she quietly informed me that the latest research Of lead exposure is lead-based paint inside and outside

shows that any blood-lead level above 5 ug/dL can resulflomes.Although the paint industry was aware of its _
in lowered 1Q, anemia, and behavioral problems. hazards as early as 1900, leaded paint was only banned in

away expensive antiques, sweeping up soil tracked into PaiNt.NY has the greatest numbgr (3.3 million) and highest
the foyer and chucking an entire set of Italian painted ~ Percentage (43%) of older housing in the. US

dishes. Soon thereafteny husband wondered out loud S©il near roads, old houses, and fenced.ead from

| scanned the letters “p, , , ,er’ and felt sick. | had finally banned in 1990 can be found in dirt near roads.
been spooning cereal laced with traces of lead into Lead from paint can also leach into the soil around houses
Geoge’s gaping mouth from an antique anq fences—this is a very real way that chik;lren can_get
pewter porringer given to me as a baby p0|§oned: they play outside, and then put their hands in
gift. The incident made me painfully their mouth.

aware of how lead can stealthily find its Drinking water . Some drinking water still travels through
way into our homes. lead pipes and pipes with lead soldEhis is particularly

The US Centers for Disease Control true in older communities, where homes may connect to
(CDC) report that one quarter of US the drinking water system through lead pipes that pre-date
children are exposed to lead in their a twenty-yeawold revision of the Safe Drinking/aterAct.
homes and half a million children have- 2>, McDonalds Food containers Not only is lead solder sometimes used
son George, age 2 . .
blood lead levels high enough to to seal imported canned food, but lead can leach into food

irreversibly damage physical and mental development. ~ Served on dishes made from porcelain, ceramic, china, or

Evidence mounts that there is no safe threshold for lead REWter _ o

in sharp conflict with the CD@’position that a range of ~ T0Y jewelry, lunch boxes, flash lights, fishing ods.

0-10 micrograms is ‘acceptable’. Last year the Consumer Product Safety Commission
Exposure to lead in early childhood causes increasedrécalled 150 million plus toys that contained lead, and

risk of reading problems, school failure, and delinquency nstituted more stringent policies regarding lead in

and criminal behaviorA high proportion of incarcerated ~ childrens jewelry _ N o
adults have high lead counts. Folk Remedies. Some imported traditional medicines,

including many from Southe#sia, contain lead.

How Lead Affects Children’s Health ,

In 1976. Herbert Needleman. M.D. asked 2 500 How Can We Protect our Children from Lead?
student from 29 schools in Sommerville and Chelsea, ~Government regulations, including bans on lead in _
Massachusetts to donate their baby teeth to study how Paint, gasoline, and water pipes, have made huge inroads in
lead afects childrers health (researchers can identify ~ Préventing lead poisoning. On the surface, with a 75%
levels in teeth to school progress reports. The comparisot991, it would appear that lead is no longer a public health
revealed that higher lead levels measured in teeth concern. Howeveprimarily as a result of lead-based
correlated with lower IQ scores, decreased attention ~ Paintin older homes, children are still harmed. The only
of the children in the study and found that children with certified professionals, when you are not present, and test
higher levels of lead in their bodies were seven times less
likely to graduate from high school and six times more  continued on page 15
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Green Brchasg Gans Stateme Momentum

By Laura McCathy, Program Associate, and Kathy Ciis

As CEC strives toward a future where children are bofhemtura makes both the toxic flame retardant deca-BDE
without toxic chemicals in their bodies, we continue to malkand the safgphosphorous-based alternative.
progress in the campaign to shift N&ark’s procurement Leading companies are using a new approach that
budget toward environmentally preferable products. This pastpports life and health. PVC, also known as polyvinyl
spring, CEC testified at an invitation-only hearing hosted ®ploride, or vinyl, is a classic material for which safer
RoAnn Destito,Assembly Governmental Operationsalternatives exist. PVC contributes to dioxin formation during
Committee Chair andhomas DiNapoli, Assembly its manufacture and disposal, produces lethal hydrochloric
Environmental Conservation Committee Ch@leC provided acid when burned in accidental building fires, and must be
theAssembly with a list of recommended speakers to ensuméxed with other toxic chemicals such as lead and phthalates
the right experts were present. to have the desired properties. Just a few leading companies

Most recentlyCEC has been reaching out to municipalitigghasing out PVC in favor of healthier materials are H&M
and countiesThis October the City of Hudson passed aClothing Store, which no longer sells products containing PVC

resolution to phase out persistent bio- since January 2002, citing environmental
accumulative toxins (PBS) from city and health reasons and Consorta, buyer
purchasing where alternatives exist. of medical supplies for over 500 Catholic
Congratulations Hudson! By phasing out hospitals, which is moving toward PVC-
the purchase of products containing BBT free and phthalate-free medical devices.
governments like Hudsos'’are taking Also, Firestone Building Products phased
steps to protect worker health, reduce out production of PVC membrane roofing
toxins in the waste stream, and shift the by mid-2005. Firestone sold over 8,000
markets to allow eco-friendly companies Tons of PVC annuallymaking this the
bloom. As a direct result, the safe product largest PVC phaseout in a single act.

market becomes stronger so that these
goods become further available to everyday consumerdhe Government
creating a greener environment and a greener ecorfaatgs Perhaps partially as a result of this growing market trend,
including New Jersey and Maine, and cities including Bostoggvernmental policy initiatives are increasingly shifting their
Seattle, Bufalo and NewYork City have already adoptedemphasis toward prevention. This approach promotes
green purchasing strategies. CEC is currently involved iifmovation while protecting government employees from toxic
dialogues with several other cities, counties, and towispacts. Maine is phasing out its use of long-lasting toxic
throughout Newrork Sate regarding similar work. chemicals and informing the public about safer alternatives.
The economic, environmental, and public health damabjew Jersey recently established policies to purchase products
caused by toxic chemicals is well document&ddstudy made from renewable materials composed of low or no
published in July 2005 of 10 newborn babies found an averdgsicity. These are just two examples of state-level green
of 200 chemicals in each (EWG 2005). No one is safe. Evgipcurement policies already on the books.
single human being on the planet now carries a body burden Several municipalities also have passed safe, sustainable
of persistent, bioaccumulative toxic chemicals. Each,ye@rocurement policies. San Franciscoesolution supports
more are released into our environment. In 2004, over @fforts to hold producers responsible for toxic products;
million pounds of PB3, were released in NeXork, according Seattles policy established criteria thatfdifentiate products
to the ER's Toxic Release InventoryPermanent damagecontaining persistent bioaccumulative toxins from those that
to drinking water sources, air qualignd clean land causeddo not; and an implementation plan with reduction targets.
by these releases takes a huge economic toll onYdekis Bostons resolution reduces the purchase of dioxin-generating

rich natural resources. products. OlympidyVA's resolution reduces the purchase and
use of both pesticides and persistent toxic chemicals.
The Market Momentum within NewYork makes us nationally

The good news is that safer products are fast becomiegognized leaders. Nevork City, Buffalo and now the city
available; due to the spur for change consumer demand ba$ludson are all implementing policies that reduce the
created. Increasingligusinesses recognize that they are losimgirchasing of products containing hazardous chemicals, and
money by not having a green product line. For example, Ragther local governments are considering similar initiatives.
Delmonte, andlostitos all now der omanic products. The Governois executive order requires the statase of
Armstrong Flooring makes both vinyl and less toxic linoleunContinued on the top of next page
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safer cleaning products, and the state legislature extentiedugh green procurememin excellent vehicle for that
that to include Nework’s schools. discussion is the Safe and Sustainable ProcureAent
Clearly the time is ripe, the market is rea@nd the introduced in thdssembly by EnCon Committee Ch@om
products are mature. Shifting N&terk’s purchasing power DiNapoli, and in the Senate by EnCon Committee Chair Carl
to safer products sends a strong signal to the free maMatcellino.
that rewards innovation and creates an economy of scale
that renders healthier products available and affordable faike Action Now
us all. When NewYork Sate as a whole adopts a RB&e Please contact your legislators and tell them to consider
purchasing policy for its budget, it will mean a $9 billion shiafe and Sustainable Procurement a ‘must do’ and negotiate
that will reduce both chemical exposures and the levelsyith their colleagues to reach agreeménd.find your local
these toxins in our air and watdt’s time to move forward, legislators go tavww.gal.og/cectoxic where you can also
and put our money where we'd like to see our future grojgin our e-alert. a
CEC strongly uges NY5 government to negotiate an
agreement about how to achieve a healthier environment

Lead, continued from page 10

it after the completion of the abatement to ensure its lead abatement professional should be responsible for
effectiveness. cleaning up the site.

Here are other ways to protect children from feddou have lead pipes, let cold water run for at least 60
- The only way to get an accurate analysis of lead in an S€¢0nds. Never use hot tap water for food or food
old home is to contract an environmental agency found inPréParation. Hot water leaches more lead than cold.

your yellow pagesA thorough assessment costs about’ If you work in construction where you might be exposed
$400. to lead dust, remove clothing to avoid taking it hane.

Renovations in a pre-1978 home should happen when py, vicponald is curently writing Toxic Sandbox: a
children or pregnant women are living thesecertified  \hhers Investigation of Envimmental Bxins and our
Childrens Health Published by Perigee.

Fluoride, continued from page 9

arthritic symptoms, slightly calcified ligaments, increased rapidly breaks down to fluoride in the human hdsiyifuryl
osteosclerosis/cancellous bones, and possibly osteoporofisoride is intended to replace the widely-used ozone-

of long bones.... Concerns about fluorgde’ depleting fumigant methyl bromide. The problem is that
effects on the musculoskeletal system historically have sulfuryl fluoride creates holes in the brain, while methyl

been and continue to be focused on skeletal fluorosis angromide creates holes in the ozone lay&oth are made
bone fracture. Fluoride is readily incorporated into the  exclusively by DowAgroSciences.

crystalline structure of bone and will accumulate over  Seehttp://www.fluoridealert.oo/pesticides/
time... The weight of evidence indicates that, although  sf petition.june.2006.pdf
fluoride might increase bone volume, there is less strength

per unit volume.” « Inthe July 5, 2006, Federal RegistefA solicited public
CANCER: *“Fluoride appears to have the potential to  comments to the petition noting “"the request for a stay
initiate or promote cancers, particularly of the bone, but thgises complex science issues of great public interest.”
evidence to date is tentative and mixed... Osteosarcoma The NewYork SateAttorney Genera$ Office

presents the greatest a priori plausibility as a potential  submitted comments to BRn support of the revocation of
cancer taget site because of fluoridedeposition in bone, the use of sulfuryl fluoride on food.

the NTP animal study findings of borderline increased  Seenttp://www.fluoridealert.og/nyag-sf.pdf

osteosarcomas in male rats, and the known mitogenic « Also supporting the petition was the Union representing

effect of fluoride on bone cells in culture... Further EPA's scientists and professionaldifashington DCANd,

research on a possible effect of fluoride on bladder canagfer 7,000 citizens wrote to BRxpressing their support

risk should be conducted.” for the petition and ging theAgency to terminate the food
In June 2006, a petition was delivered tAE® uses of sulfuryl fluoridea

revoke the use of sulfuryl fluoride on food by the lawyer

representing Fluorid&ction Network, Environmental Ellen Connett is dictor of FluorideAction Network

Pesticides. Sulfuryl fluoride is a new fumigant approved Pesticides Raject. She can beeached at
for use on several raw foods and all processed foods. Itoesticides@fluoridealérorg
http://wwwfluoridealett.org/f-pesticides.htm
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Judth Andeson: leadng by Exaple

By Lindsay MarlowWNY Pogram Associate

JudithAnderson, a former
CEC board member and
currentATFF Environmental
JusticeTaskforce co-leader
was born and raised in Buffalo.
She was diagnosed in 1990 with
Lupus and her life completely
changed direction. She had
always been an active
community member
contributing to th@elephone
Pioneers oAmerica, a social

services volunteer organization, where she was president

of the State and WNY chapters. She has also
participated in starting mentoring programs at areas
schools, literacy programs, and feeding the hungry

After her Lupus diagnosis, her direction shifted to the
disparities in health in minority populations, which often
does not receive the attention it deserves, especially in
urban areas. She started volunteering with the Lupus
Alliance by speaking to and educating groups in WNY
about Lupus and its health effects. Through her work at
the Lupudilliance and in meeting with others from the

area, she created organizations to promote greater health

awareness. One of these groups, The Minority Health
Coalition, is made up of health and human services
agencies whose purpose is to develop culturally sensitive
methods of health care and decrease disparities within
minority populations.

Currently Judith is working on a project with the
Toxic Waste/Lupus Coalition and the University of
Buffalo, conducting a 5 year study to determine if there
is a correlation between a Lupus cluster and the 858 E.
Ferry Street Brownfield site in Buffalo. She has been
involved with all aspects of the stydyeating research
tools, surveying community members, and monitoring sitg
remediation in the hope that it can be applied it to other
New York sites. One of the many successes from
Judith’s work is the discussion that emged between
community members and DEC staff about remediation of
the site. It is usually difficult to get a site cleaned to
community members’ standards but Juditidl other
activists in the affected neighborhoods successfully

pushed for a strictemore thorough cleanup.

Remember CEC in your Wil

A Bequest is the simplest way to make a planned gift
to Citizens’ Environmental Coalitiorautan stipulate
how and when your gift will be used to create a truly
meaningful legacy at CEC. A general-purpose beques
in your will or trust is most valuable, as it gives us the
greatest flexibility to use your gift where it is needed
most. Yvu may designate either a fixed dollar amount,
a percentage of your estate or a particular asset such
as stock or real estate. The entire value of the beques
is eligible for an estate tax charitable deduction.

For more information please contact
CEC 518-462-5527 arecmatt@cectoxic.org

Judith is a perfect example of how individuals can
make a huge positive impact in their communitid&e
need to heed Judithexample and create the changes
we deserve, and not wait for our government to change.
a
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DEC Okaysré Buring Whou Impact Statement

By Tom Ellis, Boad Co-Chair

The NYS Department of Environmental Conservation object to the draft permit.

(DEC) issued a permit in lafgril to LaFage Building In mid-FebruaryDEC also issued a 92-

Materials, Inc., to burn almost 5 million whole tires a year page so-called “Responsiveness

at its Ravena cement factotyaFage hopes to reduce its Summary” to the more than three-

fuel costs by replacing twenty percent of its existing coal hundred verbal and written comments it

and coke fuel with scrap tires.The NYS Department of had received. DEC failed to address

Environmental Conservation (DEC) issued a permit in latethe issue CEC and others have

April to LaFarge Building Materials, Inc., to burn almost 5 repeatedly raised: the huge size of the proposed LaFarge
million whole tires a year at its Ravena cement factory  project mandates a thorough environmental review
LaFarge hopes to reduce its fuel costs by replacing twentgoncerns about health and safety increased on March 13
percent of its existing coal and coke fuel with scrap tires. when an explosion at the LaFarge factory left an

In the fall 2005Toxics in Ybur CommunityNewslettey employee in critical condition with severe burns and sent
CEC reported on how the DEC had decided in mid-2005 several others to a local hospital for smoke inhalation.
that LaFarge Building Materials, Inc., a French Also in March, two Rensselaer County legislators called

transnational companwould not be required to prepare  upon DEC to hold at least one public hearing in Rensselaer
an environmental impact statement (EIS) as part of its  County prior to making any final decision. “It makes sense
application to burn 4.8 million whole tires a year directly  that if areas of Rensselaer County are affected by this
across a road from two schools. project, that a public hearing would be held right here in
That decision drew considerable anger and outrage from the county’ said Schodack legislator and chairman of the
many people, especially those living downwind of LaFargeEnvironmental Committee, Ed Swartz. DEC rejected this

LaFage is located in the southeast cornefAlbliny request.
County near wherélbany, RensselagGreene, and Whether Rensselaer County (and northwest Columbia
Columbia counties meet. County) would be affected (or is currently being impacted)

During the summer and fall of 2005, residents of southernpy |aFarge emissions, is precisely the issue DEC prefers
Rensselaer and northern Columbia counties repeatedly not to discuss, and the question that could be answered by
requested that DEC hold a public hearing(s) on the east a complete and thorough environmental revid&er years,
side of the Hudson River as part of its LaFarge review residents of Rensselaer and Columbia counties have seen
process. DEC refused the request, saying it was the LaFarge smokestack plume drift east across the river
unnecessaryvould be dificult or impossible to schedule,  towards them.

and that DEC faced time constraints in reviewing the

application. DEC officials insisted it was required by stateTake Actiondday!

law to reach a decision by October 23, 2005. DEC missedlease call DEC Commissioner Denise Sheehan at 518-
its stated deadline by almost four months and refused to 402-8540 and urge her to respect the views of downwind
explain the contradiction between its statements that it ha@gsidents who are alarmed about the potential health and
to reach a decision in October 2005 and then not doing s@nvironmental impacts of burning tires; ask her rescind the

In mid-February 2006, DEC issued LaFarge a final Draft permit and require that LaFarge submit an environmental
Permit and sent the application to the US Environmental impact statementl
ProtectionAgency (ER) for federal review EFA did not

One of Lafages Facilities A stock pile of used tires
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PVC Day of Action

OnWednesdayOctober 1" members of the CEC in the letter “V” underneath the recycling symbol. For more
both Bufalo andAlbany joined over 60 environmental information on PVC free products, and alternatives check
organizations across the country in a national protest ~ the websitehtttp://www.pvcfree.og
againsfraiget’s continued sale of products made out of or
packaged in polyvinyl chloride, or PVC. Other national
retailers such ad/al-Mart, Nike, and Microsoft have all
committed to phase out PVC in products and/or
packaging; howevefarmget has refused to do the same
despite being under pressure from environmental
organizations for more than six months.

Members of the CEC in Buffalo, as well as members
of Great Lakes United, demonstrated outside of the
DelawareAvenueTarget wearing hazmat suits and gas
masks.They held a banner and signs that readygét:
Phase Out the Poison Plastic, PVC” and sang songs about
phasing out PVC. They handed out materials to interested
customers asking them to contaatget regarding the
phasing out of PVC products, as well as giving them
information on avoiding products made out of PVC. When CEC %aff and \lunteers potest Brget in Colonie, NY
the small group of CEC protestors was asked to leave by
the store managethey relocated to the sidewalk atthe ~DEC Measuly Regulations:ob Little Too Late
end of the plaza and continued to protest to the hundreds  Last spring, members of the legislature joined CEC,
of cars and people that passedye group made a Sierra Club and NYPIRG to call attention to the problem
return trip to the store, giving the store manager a letter of mercury contamination in NeMork Sate. Children,
asking them to do all they could to push for the phase outlegislators, legislative staff and others lined up at the

of PVC products, as well as putting more information Legislative Ofice Building inAlbany, to have a sample of
about PVC on cars. hair taken to test the amount of mercury in their body
Members of the CEC iAlbany as well as some The hair test involved cutting a small sample of hair

volunteers, protested outside ffeget at the Northway and sending it to an academic laborattimg
Mall in Colonie. Some of the protesters were in hazmat Environmental Quality Institute at the University of North
suits, some simply holding signs and handing out fliers to Carolina-Asheville, which processes the results. Bobbi
Target customers.There were two news crews there,  Chaseanilding and her 17 month-old-daughfemanda
one from CBS6 and one frowdNYT, both interviewed submitted hair samples for testing, as did CEC Program
ChristianWerwaiss, as well a4/RGY 810AM. Some Associate Laura McCarthyho spoke at the event about
members of the protest went into ffeget store and ran  the health décts of mercury The participantstiata will
biohazard tape along aisles that contained items made frdse added anonymously to a UNC research stutich
or packaged in PVCA letter was delivered to the store  will have the largest sample size of any study to date, on
managerwho had little to no response, other than that thethe effects of mercury in the U.S. population. Interested
national office would make a statement. The Schenectady a mercury hair test? The kits for this project can be
Daily Gazette covered the Protest the following day on th@urchased online for a small non-profit fee at
front page of the Business section. www.sierraclub.ag/mercury

Overall the protest was a success. Demonstrating on  On October 10th, NYPIRGEC,ADK Council, EA
the street, rather than in front of the store allowed the  and other environmental groups from across the state
group to engage more people in conversation about PVCreturned to the Legislative Office Building to urge the
and give more information to citizens. Use your consumerDEC to stringently regulate power plants’ mercury
power to help shift the market away from PVC products. pollution. DECs proposed mercury reduction program for
Avoid products that are made out of PVC that are labeledtoal-fired power plants (Part 246) makes Névkers
“vinyl”. One way to be sure if the packaging of a product wait too long for the mercury reductions with a proposed
is made from PVC is to look for the number “3” inside or 90% reduction by 201The federal CleaAir Act
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requires full regulatory compliance for pollutants like
mercury within three years, not nine. In addition, area

WNY Pastoral Environmental Conference
OnApril 28th, CEC helped support the first ever

states are requiring these same reductions within the nexp,storal Environmental Conference in Buffalo. Faustenia

few years.
New Yorkers deserve the same benefits through
stringent action; the groups asked for 90% mercury

pollution reductions at every power plant unit by 2010. Th

difference between DEE€proposal and this ask is almost
3,000 pounds of pollution. CE€bwn comments to the
DEC asked that Nework’s plan be modeled after New
Jersey- with a 95% reduction rate. In addition, the
comments added in regulations for how to handle the
captured fly ash, since without this, the same mercury

Morrow of Infinite Possibilities and former CBlestern
New York Director was the driving force behind the event
and its success. Felix Gottdiener of CE@/NY office

eparticipated in the PEC planning committee. CEC also

provided an dfce, supplies and equipment for Faustenia’
use during the planning process, lunch during a planning
meeting, and the CEC toll-free conference line for the
planning committes’use.

The mission of the conference was to connect
spirituality with sustainability and raise the faith-based

prevented from being emitted from these power plants Cap,mmunitys awareness of environmental justice issues.

find its way into the environment anywayhe sooner
New York cleans up power plantsinokestacks the
sooner we eliminate mercury from our environment and
our bodies.

Lead P®isoning in Nework State

On March 16, CEC attendedlead Poisoning in
NY $ate—Issues and Oppanities’ sponsored by the
Coalition to End Lead Poisoning (CELP), a new member
of theAlliance for aToxic-Free FutureThis well-
attended, informative gathering discussed many public
policy issues that must be addressed to find appropriate
solutions to eliminating lead paint exposure in Néwk,
including key elements for primary prevention of lead
poisoning, such as the “Childhood Lead Poisoning
Prevention and Safe HousiAgt.” For more information
about how to support this important policgntact Russ
Haven at (518) 436-0876, extension 256.

Healthy Picks in Syracuse

On March 8, CEC had the pleasure of taking part in
the Healthy Picks in 2006 Expo at the N¥éwrk Sate
Fairgrounds in Syracuse. The event was hosted by
Nature-yme, Central Nework’s premiere nutrition
headquarters. CEC was the lone environmental-health
organization to have an information booth. CE®fatthew
Shapiro, Laura McCarthy and Christiferwaiss and
board member Zac Moore, spoke to participants on a
myriad of issues including legislation to clean Néavk's
Brownfields.

We were thrilled to get almost 400 signed postcards
demanding the clean-up of the Brownfieldée also
signed up many new membevge would like to thank
everyone who joined CEC and signed the Brownfields
cards.We also want to give a special thank yoWtendy
Meyerson, Christine Shahin and everyone at NatyreeT
for giving CEC the opportunity to participate in this
fantastic event.

The conference consisted of a morning and an evening
session.A breakfast was followed by speakers on
sustainability and how it applies to spirituality
contamination and clean up of Kingsley Park, and a
power point presentation on environmental justice and
how it afectsWestern Newyork. There were also two
workshops in the morning session and CGHEXecutive
Director Kathy Curtis participated in a panel on green
building. The workshop highlighted how to save your
church money by using more energy efficient technologies
as well as implementing green building practices. The
conference was an over all success with over 300
attendees. The diverse collection of participants included
groups such ad/e Act, CEC, Great Lakes United, the
Toxic Waste/Lupus Coalition, pastors from around the
Buffalo area, and politiciansa

CEC5s Matthew Shapir, Laura McCathy, and Christian \Wrwaiss at
the Healthy Picks Expo in Syracuse
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119WashingtonAve, 3rd floor
Albany, NY 12210

(518) 462-5527
WWw.cectoxic.org
www.ecothreatny.org
www.toxicfr eefuture.org
www.hehe-nyorg
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119 Washington Ave 3rd Floor
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Join Us! |

I Enclosed is a check, money order or:

Citizens’Environmental]
Coalition is a statewidg
grassoots envionmen-}
tal health oganization]
working to eliminate |
pollution by |
empowering people.|

CEC I
119WashingtonAve, |
3rd Floor |
Albany, NY 12210 |
p (518) 462-5527 I
f(518) 465-8349 I

|

|

|

cectoxic@igc.org

WWw.cectoxic.og
www.ecothreatnyrg
www.toxicfreefuture.aqy ||

www.hehe-nyorg |

Y51 want to join CitizeriEnvionmental @Gdition

Card #:

g Visa
g Discover

g MasterCard
g American Express

Name On Card/ Signature:

— e e | e e e e e e

g $10 Student/Senior Membership
g $25 Individual Membership
g $36 Family Membership
g $52 Sustaining Membership
g $100 Contributing Membership

Name:

Address:

Phone: E-Mail:

q |am interested in learning more about leaving a gift to CEC in my will or as a behuest

ICEC is a tax-exempt organization. Donations are fully tax deductible.
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