« . INSIDE
THE WEEKLY NEWSPAPER OF THE NEW YORK STATE GOVERNMENT  Spitzer voduces fofientfst healh

. AR ogendal s page 2

Rivera named deputy secretary of
FEBRUARY wb. 2007 VOL. 30 NUMBER 22 ~ WWW.LEGISLATIVEGAZETTE.COM

...page 3
T

il -

~ Environmental _”_m_.cswm_ applaud

difficult group says............. poge 17
NYS Financial Aid Administrators

Association........ ceemeeepages 9-14

NY Association of Naturopathic
Physicians...........ccco.. ..pages 23-28

PO. BOX 7329, ALBANY, NY 12224

m—m—__mﬁﬂ@ﬂmm F:&mw_“

By ROY KILKEARY
Grazerte staff writer
nvironmental groups voiced
widespread support for a pro-
posed ineresse in environmental
funding announced in the Executive
Budget proposal last Wednesday.

‘Some of the groups pratsing Gov,
Eliot: 8pitzer's budget plan ‘are the
Adirondack Council, the Alliance for
a Toxic-Free Future, The New, York
Public Interést Research Group, The
Nature Conservancy, Environmental
Advocates of New York and The
Sierra Club.

Spitzer’s 2007-2008 budget would
include allocations for 166 new
staff positions and 5100 million for
the Environmental Protection Fund
over the next two: years: Some of
the funding would be contingent on
passage of a bottle bill that would
require -a 'deposit on all beverage
containers sold in the stute, including
water and juice produets,

The new positions would include 1(8 new
staff at the Department of Environmental
Conservations, 52 at the Office of Parks

and Recreation and five new staff for the

Adirondack Park Agency.

Robert Moore, executive director of
Environmental Advocates of New York,
applauded “Gov. Spitzer's commitment
to.  addimg 109 new  technical,
enforcement, and citizen participation
staff to the DEC’s depleted ranks.”

“These badly needed environmental
scientists, planners and Parks swaff
will help to ensure that these agencies
have the capacity and the skilled and
committed employees needed for priority

programs,” said Moore:

The new budizet would devote more
than 3100 million to the EPF over the
next two years, including 52 million
toward the creation of a pollution
prevention institute, which would focus
its efforts on curtailing the production
of toxic materials, as opposed 1o costlier
after-the-fact clean-up.

“We need to help New York businesses
remamn competitive with neighboring
states and Europe that have already
taken steps to find safer alternatives to

toxic chemicals,” said Stevé Brevman of
the Citizens' Environmental Coalition.

A significant  portion of ‘the fund
would come from passage of an
expanded bottle deposit Iaw which
would devote any unclaimed -deposits
to the environmental protection fund,
as opposed to bottling companies.

“Both the governor and the Assembly
have supported maki ng ourcommunities
cleaner and healthier by updating the
bottle bill to include bottled water and
other non-carbonated drinks. "We hope
the Senate will support this common-
sense measure,” said Laura Haight,
senior  environmental associate  at
NYPIRG. The bottle bill has passed
repeatedly in the Assembly but fails
every session the Senate.

Marcia Bystryn, executive director of
the New York League of Conservation
Voters, said that the bill is essential to
both the budget and the environment,
stating “we must find a way to move the
bottle bill this year.

“Frankly, this' is critical for
environmental {unding in New York
State,” said Bystryn.



