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Executive Order (12/18/06) 
World Trade Center Exposures 

 
 Whereas, An estimated 45,000 to 90,000 workers and volunteers worked at Ground Zero 
in rescue, recovery and clean-up operations following the tragic attack on the World Trade 
Center September 11, 2001; and an additional thousands of workers and volunteers participated 
in the cleaning of offices, residences and public areas below Canal Street in Lower Manhattan; 
and, 
 Whereas, There have been numerous reports in the press of deaths, cancers and other 
illnesses among workers and volunteers who participated in the rescue, clean-up and recovery 
operations which have been attributed to the exposure to toxic dusts and fumes released 
following the collapse of the World Trade Center; and 
 Whereas, A recent study released by the World Trade Center Worker and Volunteer 
Medical Screening Program at Mt. Sinai found that nearly 60% of the 16,000 workers and 
volunteers who had participated its screening program were in need of medical treatment; and 
 Whereas, Preliminary data from the same program indicates that approximately the same 
percentage of workers were in need of mental health services as a result of their experiences 
participating the rescue and clean up operations at the World Trade Center; and, 
  Whereas, Many of the illnesses have developed several years subsequent to exposure 
preventing workers and volunteers from filing for workers compensation in New York State; 
and, 
 Whereas, There have been numerous reports of workers and volunteers whose claims 
have been time barred and rejected by the New York State Workers’ Compensation Board; and,  
 Whereas, There are grave concerns that workers who participated in rescue, recovery and 
clean up activity following September 11th , 2001 may develop diseases resulting from their 
exposure to the toxic substances in the future and will not be eligible to file for Workers’ 
Compensation benefits; and, 
 Whereas, In recognition of such circumstances New York State has enacted legislation 
providing an opportunity for all workers and volunteers who engaged in rescue, recovery and or 
clean up operations South of Canal and Pike Streets during the period of September 11, 2001 and 
September 12, 2002 to register with the New York State Workers’ Compensation Board which 
would allow them to file claims for diseases related to their exposure to toxic substances as a 
result of collapse of the World Trade Center in cases where they were to develop illnesses in the 
future, or if their cases have been dismissed because they were not timely according to the 
Workers’ Compensation Law; and 
 Whereas, Workers and volunteers have until August 14th 2007 to register with the New 
York State Workers’ Compensation Board and those who fail to do so will be ineligible file 
claims in the future; and 
 Therefore be it resolved, that the Governor of the State of New York directs the New 
York State Department of Health and Department of Labor to engage in an outreach campaign to 
inform affected populations throughout the state of New York and the country of this important 
program and encourage eligible workers and volunteers to file by the August 14th deadline and,  
 Be It Further Resolved that a notice of this change in the law shall be inserted into the 
paycheck of all state employees, where possible; 



 Be It Further Resolved that such departments work cooperatively with programs being 
run by organizations and other public agencies which have initiated campaigns to inform eligible 
workers about the need to register.  
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