IAEA Chief Suggests Surprise Nuclear Power Plant Inspections
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TAEA Chief Suggests Surprise Nuclear Power
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VIENNA, Austria, June 20, 2011 (ENS) - Random
unannounced inspections of nuclear plants in
International Atomic Energy Agency member countries
would strengthen global nuclear safety, the IAEA's top
official proposed today. The UN agency called a
meeting of ministers to identify the lessons learned
from the accident at Japan's Fukushima Daiichi power
plant that has spread radiation across Asia and the
Pacific.

Caused by the March 11 earthquake and tsunami that
cut power to the plant's cooling systems, the ongoing
crisis has been rated Level 7 on the International
Nuclear Event Scale, equivalent to the Chernobyl
accident.

ndaaDirector General Yukiya Amano addresses the
pgin‘@}ers of IAEA member governments. (Photo by D. Calma

p}gﬂf@' TAEA)

IAEA Director General Yukiya Amano told ministers
that the agency should play a central role in ensuring
the safety of nuclear power around the world.

"We need to systematically and regularly review the
safety of all nuclear power plants,” Amano said. "I
propose that countries with nuclear power should agree
to systematic, periodic peer reviews by the IAEA."

"I therefore propose a system based on random
selection,” he said. "The knowledge that any plant
could be subject to review would give operators an
additional incentive to implement the highest safety
standards."

In the past the IAEA has conducted inspections of
nuclear weapons facilities, but has never conducted
regular inspections of the world's hundreds of nuclear
power plants.

http://www.ens-newswire.com/ens/jun2011/2011-06-20-02.html
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Ministers from IAEA member governments consider nuclear
safety. (Photo by D. Calma courtesy IAEA)
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measures for nuclear power plants based on the lessons learned from
the Fukushima Daiichi accident had been implemented
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procedures
to be taken to release hydrogen gas from reactor buildings to prevent
a hydrogen explosions such as the three that blasted open re;
buildings at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant.

Caught between safety and power shortage concerns, Kaied
local governments to allow the restart of nuclear power pla
have stopped operations due to inspections. If resumption o
operations is delayed, electricity shortages are expected this|

when demand peaks. =

SUNGEVITY' In Vienna later today, the ministers are expected to issue a
SOLAR HOME SPECIALIETS declaration calling for an assessment of nuclear regulators a
nuclear plants in IAEA member states.

The declaration will call for an international framework to g
respond to nuclear plant accidents and other emergencies.
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Amano. "I suggest therefore that our information-
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Amano said that the International Nuclear and Physicians Care First Aid
Radiological Event Scale "proved an ineffective Official Site for first aid refills and kits at great
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communication tool in the case of the Fukushima www.physicianscarefirstaid.com

Daiichi accident," so he is asking the INES Advisory
Committee "to consider ways in which the scale might
be improved."

Funding of the agency must be increased to cover its
new responsibilities, Amano said. "In order to meet
sharply increased requirements for assistance in all
areas of nuclear safety, we need to consider new and
innovative ways of funding, alongside traditional
approaches."

The director general called on the ministers to "ensure
that the Vienna Ministerial Conference on Nuclear
Safety is remembered as heralding a new era in which
nuclear technology is as safe as humanly possible."

Copyright Environment News Service.ENS, 2011. All
rights reserved.
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